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Dear delegates,

 I, the secretary general of the conference, would l�ke to welcome you all to
AZIZMUN’25. It �s an honor for me to be able to present you th�s work that we have
been prepar�ng for months. My team has worked t�relessly to hopefully br�ng you
one of the best MUN exper�ences you w�ll ever attend.

 In our UNHRC comm�ttee, �t w�ll be �n your hands to un�te human�ty. Dur�ng the
Cold War Era, people shared d�fferent op�n�ons and many were �mpr�soned due to
the�r op�n�ons wh�ch v�olates the bas�c r�ght of free speech. You delegates w�ll be the
ones to solve that. I adv�se you all to do your research outs�de of th�s gu�de too and
come prepared �n the best way. For any quest�ons don’t hes�tate to reach out to me
or your USG. 

 We are eager to see you and can’t wa�t for the debates we w�ll have. As a team, we
w�ll do our best to make th�s conference unforgettable for everyone. I w�sh you all
the best w�th your preparat�ons!

Best regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               Mel�s KARAALİ
                                                                                              Secretary General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: mel�s_karaal�@�cloud.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM SECRETARY GENERAL
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Dear Delegates ,

 I am Ecem Yaren Ek�c�, act�ng as the D�rector General of AZİZMUN'25. It �s �ndeed a
proud moment for me to welcome on board those present at the conference as a
whole. Th�s has been a part of our hard work for a long t�me, and I exerted great
strength and personal effort �nto mak�ng the preparat�on of study gu�de mater�al for
the UNHRC comm�ttee. Deta�l by deta�l, I have left noth�ng out that could effect�vely
promote the exper�ence for you as best �t can. That makes �t ever so spec�al, �ndeed,
when I see all of you here, and I couldn't be happ�er about th�s moment.

 The Counc�l just does not speak of human r�ghts v�olat�ons; �t br�ngs the ab�l�ty and
togetherness for solut�ons and act�on to be taken towards the protect�on and
advancement of human r�ghts worldw�de. For th�s year, we w�ll address very
press�ng �ssues, and we are go�ng to d�scuss the connect�ons between human r�ghts
v�olat�ons and the legacy of the Cold War across the globe. Every d�alogue w�ll be an
opportun�ty for learn�ng from h�story and work�ng toward a more fa�r world.

 I w�sh you all a enjoyable, product�ve, unforgettable and flawless conference. For
any problem or quest�ons please dont hes�tate contact w�th me. Look�ng forward to
meet�ng all of you soon and jo�n�ng hands for work �n our comm�ttee! 

 Best regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                    Ecem Yaren EKİCİ
                                                                                        D�rector General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: ecemyarenek�c�22@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM DIRECTOR GENERAL
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D�st�ngu�shed Delegates,

 It �s my greatest honor to �nv�te each and every one of you to the Un�ted Nat�ons
Human R�ghts Counc�l at th�s year's meet�ng. As the Under Secretary-General
respons�ble for th�s comm�ttee, I am del�ghted to have such competent and
comm�tted profess�onals com�ng together to d�scuss and debate the key quest�ons
that w�ll determ�ne our shared future.

 Here, you are not just go�ng to represent nat�ons but also ra�se the quest�ons of
m�ll�ons of �nd�v�duals whose l�fe and r�ghts are �n the hands of our dec�s�on-mak�ng.
I have fa�th �n your comm�tment, d�plomacy, and th�nk�ng power that w�ll gu�de you
through the meet�ngs.

 On behalf of the secretar�at, I w�sh you a product�ve, reflect�ve, and memorable
comm�ttee exper�ence. If you have any quest�ons or need ass�stance dur�ng the
conference, do not hes�tate to reach out to me.

 Warm regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                             Ertuğrul ÖNER
                                                                                        Under Secretary General of UNHRC

Contact Informat�on: ertugruloner55@�cloud.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL



 Wh�le the UNHRC was created by the UN General Assembly �n 2006,
th�s comm�ttee w�ll s�mulate �ts h�story as �f �t were 1977. The
comm�ttee shall rev�ew human r�ghts records of spec�f�c treaty states,
address v�olat�ons, and ass�st �n the promot�on of �nternat�onal
human r�ghts standards.

 There are stark d�vergences of East-West narrat�ves on human r�ghts,
�n add�t�on to be�ng the heady days of Cold War �n 1977, when m�l�tary
and �deolog�cal r�valr�es were at the�r peak. In fact, pol�t�cal
oppress�on �ncreased-the h�ghest �n the Sov�et Un�on; med�a
censorsh�p reached the h�ghest; and ethn�c and rel�g�ous m�nor�t�es
were been neglected �n the Eastern bloc. The Western was accused
of back�ng author�tar�an reg�mes and fore�gn �ntervent�ons, wh�ch
often �nvolved extens�ve human r�ghts v�olat�ons.

 Now, under th�s UN body, accusat�ons are vo�ced, defenses are
mounted and attempts are made to just�fy human r�ghts records
under such elaborate �nternat�onal pol�t�cs. And more, the comm�ttee
�s expected to deal w�th what has happened globally �n human r�ghts
v�olat�ons and pave the way for �deas about cooperat�on and
�nternat�onal act�on on such �ssues. Indeed, ever s�nce the s�gn�ng of
the Hels�nk� F�nal Act �n 1975, �nternat�onal cons�derat�on of human
r�ghts has �ncreased dramat�cally �n �mportance for the UNHRC from
1977 onwards.

 Such debate �s expected among the delegates to be st�mulated
wh�le also hear�ng the�r arguments and defenses regard�ng the�r
countr�es' pol�cy pos�t�ons w�th�n that part�cular d�plomat�c
framework as regards debate and w�th�n construct�ve and real�st�c
solut�on contexts. Med�a freedom-the r�ghts of ethn�c m�nor�t�es the
refugee cr�s�s-pol�t�cal persecut�on: the comm�ttee's w�de agenda
br�ngs about a creat�ng exper�ence fast-mov�ng and �ntellectually
st�mulat�ng for all.
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 The Cold War now �s more than just the compet�t�on of nuclear arms or the
d�fferences between �deolog�es �n add�t�on to clandest�ne operat�ons. It enables us to
look �nto how human r�ghts have become employed, neglected, or defended �n
�nternat�onal relat�ons. Human r�ghts dur�ng th�s per�od became pol�t�c�zed; �t
became a med�um of propaganda and an �tem of d�plomat�c conversat�on. In th�s
awkward and amb�valent process, the world was to suffer by 1977 from human
r�ghts breaches far worse than those recorded earl�er on.

The Legacy of World War II and the B�rth of the Un�ted Nat�ons
 After World War II, w�th �ts end �n 1945, utterly terr�ble catalogues of abuses began,
�nclud�ng genoc�de under Naz� rule, mass�ve aer�al bombardments aga�nst c�v�l�an
targets, and �nnumerable war cr�mes. The horrendous scenar�os were the
background to the �nst�tut�on of the Un�ted Nat�ons and to what was mostly
pr�nc�pally about prevent�on. The adopt�on of the Un�versal Declarat�on of Human
R�ghts �n 1948 was a h�stor�c m�lestone �n the development of a global framework for
the r�ghts of man.

 But all that was happen�ng just as the Cold War was com�ng �nto focus. The d�st�nct
confrontat�ons were not w�th�n the Western camp but between the Sov�et Un�on as
the one pole of the equat�on and the Un�ted States and �ts partners as the other.
Human r�ghts were construed �n l�ne w�th the pol�t�cal perspect�ve of e�ther of the
two s�des, thus commod�fy�ng �t �nto someth�ng that serves the �nterest of one s�de
or another rather than be�ng understood as a un�versal good.

Ideolog�cal Interpretat�ons and Double Standards 
 In the Eastern Bloc (part�cularly the USSR, Ch�na, East Germany, Poland, and
Hungary), collect�ve r�ghts took precedence, emphas�z�ng the r�ght to hous�ng,
educat�on, and health care w�th the just�f�cat�on of the l�m�tat�on of �nd�v�dual
l�bert�es. In a d�fferent l�ght, the Western countr�es-the US, the UK, and France focus
on c�v�l l�bert�es such as freedom of express�on and freedom from d�scr�m�nat�on �n
the exerc�se of property r�ghts.

AGENDA ITEM: Human R�ghts V�olat�ons dur�ng the
Cold War
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 Human r�ghts were an �ntegral part of the rhetor�c that each bloc ut�l�zed to
condemn the perce�ved fa�lure of the other. However, when �t came to the�r own
all�es or nat�ons �n the�r sphere of �nfluence, they often overlooked or leg�t�m�zed the
human r�ghts v�olat�ons comm�tted by them. Th�s led to the weaken�ng of the
�nternat�onal human r�ghts d�scourse and turned the concept of "human r�ghts" �nto
a pol�t�cal �nstrument rather than a un�versally recogn�zed moral norm.

Hels�nk� Accords and the Post-1975 Per�od 
 A major watershed �n the dragg�ng human-r�ghts d�scuss�ons of the Cold War was
prov�ded �n 1975 by the s�gn�ng of the Hels�nk� F�nal Act. Here the US and the Sov�et
Un�on together w�th a total of th�rty-three other European states recogn�zed borders
yet also comm�tted to respect human r�ghts and fundamental freedoms on the part
of the s�gnator�es. But ser�ous v�olat�ons were reg�stered �n most of the countr�es
hold�ng the�r execut�ons, espec�ally �n Eastern Europe.

In the USSR, d�ss�dent wr�ters l�ke Aleksandr Solzhen�tsyn were ex�led,
�mpr�soned, or sent to labor camps.

Intellectuals were repressed �n Czechoslovak�a after the crush�ng of the 1968
Prague Spr�ng.

The �nfamous Stas� of East Germany perpetrated �ntense surve�llance upon �ts
c�t�zens, nearly w�p�ng publ�c l�fe from pr�vate l�fe.

In Ch�na, after the Cultural Revolut�on, mass persecut�ons followed by publ�c
hum�l�at�ons and forced re-educat�on campa�gns rend cultural her�tage and
m�ll�ons of l�ves.

 The Western Bloc was also, w�th good reason, accused of numerous human r�ghts
abuses.

The U.S. supported and backed the P�nochet reg�me �n Ch�le, a brutal
d�ctatorsh�p known for torture, forced d�sappearances, and the murder
thousands of pol�t�cal opponents.
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Also �n the left, there was the d�rty war, mean�ng, �n Argent�na the m�l�tary
d�ctatorsh�p merged �nnocents �nto the blood-soaked paras�te, �.e. e�ther
abducted or d�sappeared.

He kept be�ng the k�ng �n Iran through a feroc�ous secret pol�ce that tortured-
SAVAK-backed by Amer�ca.

 These examples �nd�cate that the West often comprom�sed �ts surface comm�tment
to human r�ghts for strateg�c reasons �n part�cular �n the Global South. Hence, such
countr�es have become very skept�cal of the West's cred�b�l�ty when �t comes to
prov�de genu�ne human�tar�an advocacy.

Refugee Cr�ses, M�nor�ty Oppress�on, and Const�tuted C�v�l Movements
 By 1977, the growth of human abuse was assumed to have engendered
human�tar�an cr�ses of global d�mens�ons man�fested �n forced m�grat�on and refuge
flows.

W�thout utter�ng a word, hundreds of thousands of these so-called "Boat People"
departed from V�etnam and ne�ghbor�ng countr�es by sea follow�ng the V�etnam
War.

Genoc�de and genoc�dal pol�c�es �nfl�cted by the Khmer Rouge reg�me, headed
by Pol Pot, had k�lled over two m�ll�on Cambod�ans.

In Uganda, ethn�c cleans�ng, mass murder, and �nternal d�slocat�on of persons
became the hallmark of Id� Am�n's brutal reg�me.

In the USSR and �n countr�es from Turkey, m�nor�t�es such as Kurds, Jews, and
Cr�mean Tatars were subjected to system�c d�scr�m�nat�on, cultural erad�cat�on,
and pol�t�cal oppress�on.

 However, the 1970s marked the burgeon�ng �nternat�onal movement �n c�v�l soc�ety.
In th�s context, groups such as Amnesty Internat�onal and Human R�ghts Watch,
along w�th some em�nent d�ss�dents l�ke Andre� Sakharov, became the most
�mportant �nternat�onal forces oppos�ng state narrat�ves and expos�ng abuses
occurr�ng from the state to the c�t�zens and v�ce-versa across the globe. They thus
became some of the most �mmed�ate and lead�ng actors to help �nternat�onal�ze the
human r�ghts d�scourse �n the favor of �nd�v�dual r�ghts even under state-�mposed
oppos�t�on.
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UNHRC-1977 Regard�ng Involvement
 UNHRC was however establ�shed only �n paper �n the year 2006. In th�s �mbalance,
the UNHRC s�mulat�on w�ll show �nternat�onal publ�c d�scuss�ons perta�n�ng to
human r�ghts, wh�ch m�ght have occurred �n 1977. The sa�d year was cr�t�cal s�nce
that was the t�me human r�ghts have emerged not s�mply as subjects of eth�cal
concern but equally as strateg�c �nstruments �n �nternat�onal relat�ons.

 By 1977:

Human r�ghts advocacy was �nfluenc�ng fore�gn affa�rs.

Global consc�ousness of abuses was heav�ly �mpr�nted by mass med�a and
advocacy networks.

Everyth�ng was �n content�on from �nternat�onal human r�ghts organ�zat�ons:
non-state actors aga�nst state actors, ex�led d�ss�dents, and grassroots res�stance
movements.

 Therefore, members of th�s comm�ttee w�ll be expected to:

Represent the �nterests of the ass�gned country �n the pol�t�cal and legal m�l�eu
then,

Object�vely assess the human r�ghts records of other states,

Propose poss�ble, real�st�c measures towards stopp�ng on-go�ng abuse,

Endorse the establ�shment of a global consensus on the un�versal�ty and
just�c�ab�l�ty of human r�ghts norms.

 
 Th�s Comm�ttee w�ll not only be requ�red to analyze the past, but perhaps even
�mag�ne a future �nternat�onal order �n wh�ch human d�gn�ty shall take precedence
over �deolog�cal slaughters. The grand platform for un�versal�ty, accountab�l�ty
enforcement, and human r�ghts depol�t�c�zat�on w�ll be �nv�g�lated by th�s forum.
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 Pol�t�cal Pr�soners and Repress�ve Reg�mes Through the Cold War1.
 The �mpr�sonment and persecut�on of persons w�th an object�onable pol�t�cal v�ew,
aff�l�at�on, or act�v�sm became a def�n�ng feature of the author�tar�an reg�mes on
both s�des of the Iron Curta�n. By 1977, these pract�ces were blatantly be�ng
employed aga�nst d�ssenters �n order to ma�nta�n the stab�l�ty of reg�mes �n pol�t�cal
systems where state �deology permeated da�ly l�fe. 

Eastern Bloc: Cr�m�nal�zat�on of D�ssent
 In the Eastern Bloc, ant�-Commun�st act�v�t�es were cont�nuously cr�m�nal�zed;
�ndeed, Commun�st reg�mes would label any ant�-government express�on, any
des�re for reforms, and any small quest�on�ng of Marx�st-Len�n�st tenets as be�ng
"enem�es of the people".

 Th�s was no d�fferent w�th the harassment of Andre� Sakharov, Natan Sharansky,
and Yur� Orlov �n the USSR, wh�ch ranged from harassments to ex�les and
�mpr�sonments. Many other pol�t�cal pr�soners were arrested and sent to Gulag work
camps or psych�atr�c hosp�tals where forced labor and psycholog�cal man�pulat�on
were the order of the day.

 The KGB method�cally mon�tored d�ss�dent act�v�t�es �nvolv�ng more ser�ous
�ntellectuals, groups, students, and rel�g�ous leaders. Even tr�v�al act�v�t�es such as
past�ng and spread�ng so-called l�terature or hold�ng occas�onal gather�ngs would
get you arrested.

 In Czechoslovak�a, after the Prague Spr�ng (1968), pro-reform act�v�sts were
systemat�cally purged from publ�c l�fe. Persecut�on started aga�nst the authors of
Charter 77, the human r�ghts man�festo s�gned �n January 1977, �nclud�ng playwr�ght
Václav Havel.

 The Stas� operated one of the most soph�st�cated surve�llance systems of the day �n
East Germany. Pol�t�cal oppos�t�on was s�lenced through �mpr�sonment, character
assass�nat�on, and forced em�grat�on. Pr�sons l�ke Bautzen ep�tom�zed pol�t�cal
repress�on.

SUB TOPICS
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 Such reg�mes just�f�ed the�r act�ons by treat�ng d�ssent as treason, or as some sort of
subvers�on from the West, equat�ng those undertak�ng human r�ghts advocacy w�th
nat�onal secur�ty threats

Pro-Western Bloc and Suppress�on Strategy 
 Wh�le the West extols c�v�l l�bert�es �n pr�nc�ple, the Cold War realpol�t�k turned a
bl�nd eye often enough to the support or tolerat�on of oppress�ve reg�mes �n the
serv�ce of Western geopol�t�cal conven�ence.

In Lat�n Amer�ca: Ch�le, under the P�nochet reg�me, for �nstance, the D�rty War �n
Argent�na, and the m�l�tary junta �n Braz�l, arrested, tortured, and d�sappeared
thousands of pol�t�cal opponents. All of the above reg�mes had �mpl�c�t or open
support from the Un�ted States for the�r d�fferences �n ant� commun�sm.

Aga�n �n South Afr�ca, the ant�-aparthe�d campa�gns ut�l�zed the deta�n�ng of
ant�-aparthe�d act�v�sts, Nelson Mandela among them, �mpr�soned s�nce 1962.
The western worlds often refra�ned from condemn�ng South Afr�ca extremely
due to econom�c and strateg�c al�gnments.

In Iran, the US-supported reg�me of the Shah had the SAVAK secret pol�ce
brutal�ze pol�t�cal d�ss�dents to s�lence them. The methods �ncluded torture,
censorsh�p, and �mpr�sonment, wh�ch effect�vely s�lenced both secular and
rel�g�ous oppos�t�on.

 Accountab�l�ty at the �nternat�onal level was l�m�ted by the fact that these acts were
often echoed by c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons. Conta�nment of commun�sm
overshadowed the repress�on by most Western states w�th�n all�ed states.

NGOs and Internat�onal Advocacy
 By 1977, non-governmental organ�zat�ons such as Amnesty Internat�onal were
beg�nn�ng to document cases of pol�t�cal �mpr�sonment on both s�des. The
publ�cat�on of l�sts of pr�soners and test�mon�es of torture through �nternat�onal
letter-market�ng campa�gns would help br�ng to l�ght the�r pl�ght and secure the
release of some well-known pr�soners.

 State den�al and propaganda campa�gns compl�cated matters to such an extent
that, �n many �nstances, pol�t�cal pr�soners were recorded s�mply as cr�m�nals or
mentally �ll to d�scred�t the�r cause.
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    2. M�grat�on and Refugee Cr�ses
 The decade of the sevent�es saw a phenomenal �ncrease �n forced m�grat�ons and
d�splacements, as m�ll�ons fled persecut�on, wars, and pol�t�cal unrest. Th�s mass
m�grat�on was framed as d�seconomy, but soon began to be pol�t�c�zed as both pa�d
for controll�ng the def�n�t�on regard�ng these m�grat�on flows: human�tar�an�sm
versus pol�t�c�zat�on.

 Postwar and Cold War Refugees
 The usual decade developments of cr�s�s for refugees have been proxy wars and
author�tar�an reg�mes rece�v�ng at least some back�ng of at least one superpower.
Hundreds of thousands fled V�etnam, Laos, and Cambod�a after the V�etnam
confl�ct, fear�ng commun�st�c retr�but�on, extens�ve v�olence, and fam�nes. They were
termed "Boat people." The harrow�ng journeys of these people were often
accompan�ed by fates much less sure �n camps �n Southeast As�a or countr�es such
as the Un�ted States, France, or Austral�a.

 The real�zat�on of the Khmer Rouge reg�me �n the Cambod�an k�ngdom �n�t�ated
probably one of the most d�sastrous refugee calam�t�es dur�ng that era. Starvat�on,
mass purges, and execut�on of more than 1.3 m�ll�on Cambod�ans led to the
movement of numerous thousands of refugees to the abode of Tha�land.

M�grat�on �n Europe or the Eastern Block
 In Europe, flee�ng c�t�zens of East Germany tr�ed to cross legally �nto the West but
were usually shot �n the process at the Berl�n Wall and elsewhere �n East German
countrys�de. Restr�ct�ons and heavy pun�shment for defectors from the Sov�et
emp�re have also re�gned over the length and breadth of Russ�a, where Sov�et Jews,
�ntellectuals, and d�ss�dents became �cons of the �deolog�cal res�stance, caus�ng
havoc �n d�plomat�c relat�ons.

 In th�s way, however, the refugee movements dur�ng the Cold War were
�deolog�cally laden. The refugee appl�cants who managed to enter the del�very
channels of the West desp�te be�ng from commun�st countr�es were more ev�dence
for the fa�lure of total�tar�an�sm than the atroc�t�es perpetrated by the reg�mes th�s
West otherw�se supported �n d�splac�ng people.

 Qu�te a momentous year, 1977 generated �ncreas�ng confrontat�on globally toward
a rather cons�stent and unapologet�c system of answer�ng quest�ons about refugee
protect�on. Clearly worthy of scrut�ny from th�s comm�ttee. 
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    3. Freedom of Express�on and Med�a Control 
 Dur�ng the Cold War, two blocs made effect�ve use of controll�ng �nformat�on as an
�mportant tool. They a�med to �nfluence the publ�c, suppress d�ssent, and exerc�se
power through control over med�a outlets and free speech suppress�on.

 Med�a Control of the Eastern Bloc
 The Sov�et Un�on and other Eastern Bloc countr�es had state-dom�nated med�a
channels. The government carefully controlled newspapers, rad�o, and telev�s�on
broadcasts �n order to transm�t only state-approved narrat�ves. Cr�t�c�sm of the
government or Commun�st Party was �llegal and almost all d�ssenters were
�mpr�soned or ex�led.

Prague spr�ng of 1968, the per�od dur�ng wh�ch Czechoslovak�a br�efly dabbled �n
reforms, has �ts state clampdown on med�a promot�ng �deas of "soc�al�sm w�th a
human face." Some journal�sts were arrested, and publ�cat�ons favor�ng
democrat�c reforms were banned.

Extend�ng up to Leon�d Brezhnev, the Sov�et Un�on re�nforced the pol�cy of
censorsh�p, known as glasnost, a rather controlled openness under d�scuss�ons
l�m�ted to the reg�me's �deolog�cal concerns.

 Western Bloc and Med�a Man�pulat�on
 Freedom for freedom, open �deolog�cal exposure w�th regard to the West v�s-à-v�s
the Un�ted States and the Un�ted K�ngdom, was matched sol�dly w�th corporate
property and pol�t�cal �nterests.

For wh�le the F�rst Amendment ensured unfettered freedom of speech �n the US,
the government somet�mes found the need for covert operat�ons such as the
CIA's Operat�on Mock�ngb�rd to �nf�ltrate some med�a outlets. 

Be �t a western European freedom of press, ant�-commun�st rhetor�c would st�ll
be peddled �n most of such med�a to fuel the �deolog�cal confrontat�on of the
Cold War. 

 Censorsh�p of the med�a and repress�on gave power and held narrat�ve control for
both blocs; thus, �t was really a very h�gh-human r�ght �ssue dur�ng the Cold War era.
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    4. M�nor�t�es �n Ethn�c�ty and Rel�g�on 
 Both Eastern and Western s�des faced the �ssues of the�r ethn�c and rel�g�ous
m�nor�t�es dur�ng the Cold War. Governments tended towards d�scr�m�nat�on
aga�nst them e�ther to ma�nta�n �deolog�cal pur�ty or to consol�date the�r power
through nat�onal un�ty. M�nor�t�es shared the same dest�ny �n the sphere of
repress�on, forced ass�m�lat�on, and persecut�on, albe�t to d�fferent levels of v�s�b�l�ty
�nternat�onally.

 Eastern Bloc w�th Ethn�c Repress�ons
 Ethn�c m�nor�t�es such as Tatars, Chechens, and Jews faced severe d�scr�m�nat�on �n
the Sov�et Un�on. The pol�c�es of Stal�n l�ke forced deportat�ons and ethn�c cleans�ng
devastated many commun�t�es, and after h�s dem�se, the subsequent leaders also
cont�nued oppress�on aga�nst non-Russ�an ethn�c�t�es to strengthen the pos�t�on of
ethn�c Russ�ans �n the USSR.

Normally, the Cr�mean Tatars were forc�bly ex�led to Central As�a �n 1944 by
Stal�n's orders, faced severe cond�t�ons for years, and were perm�tted to return
off�c�ally only �n the 1980s.

The Jew�sh commun�ty �n the Sov�et Un�on rece�ved both ant�-Sem�t�sm from the
state and from soc�ety. Most suppress Jew�sh rel�g�ous pract�ces and m�grat�ons
attempts to Jews em�grate to Israel by the government.

 Rel�g�ous M�nor�t�es Under State Control
 Rel�g�ous m�nor�t�es, on the other hand, rece�ved blows harshly coupled w�th ethn�c
persecut�on. Chr�st�ans, espec�ally those of Eastern Orthodox and Cathol�c churches,
usually fought a d�fferent battle together w�th the state w�th respect to secular�sm.
The Russ�an Orthodox Church rema�ned under extreme state surve�llance, w�th
many of �ts pr�ests hav�ng been �mpr�soned or ex�led.

Among the restr�ct�ons pract�ced concern�ng rel�g�ous pract�ces �mposed on
Musl�m commun�t�es by the Sov�et government, espec�ally �n reg�ons l�ke the
Volga, was a forced ass�m�lat�on �nto secular Sov�et l�fe.
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Western Bloc R�ghts for M�nor�t�es
 In the West, rac�al and rel�g�ous d�scr�m�nat�on also preva�led. In the Un�ted States,
Afr�can Amer�cans suffered under both segregat�on and systemat�c �nequal�ty; c�v�l
r�ghts became one of the great struggles of the 1960s and 1970s. Rac�al tens�ons
rema�ned h�gh even after the formal abol�t�on of segregat�on.

 Black Afr�cans were subjected to �ntense and rad�cal segregat�on, den�al of r�ghts,
and oppress�on under the aparthe�d system �n South Afr�ca.

 Both blocs explo�t the occurrence of m�nor�ty oppress�on as a un�f�er �n hold�ng
pol�t�cal power; thus, �t becomes an �mportant aspect �n understand�ng the Cold
War human r�ghts front.
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Un�ted States
 In 1977, the Un�ted States was bas�cally try�ng to cope w�th the consequences of the
V�etnam War and deal�ng w�th the fallout of the Watergate scandal. Wh�le �t was
be�ng sold as a democracy �n the world, the US faced severe cr�t�c�sm for �ts human
r�ghts v�olat�ons espec�ally w�th regard to Lat�n Amer�ca and Afr�ca. Among others,
the US prov�ded support to author�tar�an reg�mes �n these reg�ons, such as P�nochet
�n Ch�le and Somoza �n N�caragua, under gu�ses such as f�ght�ng commun�sm
dur�ng the Cold War. On the home front, �t, too, had c�v�l r�ghts challenges as a
country that could eas�ly be qual�f�ed as a new effort at rac�al reconc�l�at�on, all of
wh�ch were fresh �n the m�nd of the nat�on from the C�v�l R�ghts Movement. More
embarrass�ng was the fact that the US was be�ng accused of f�ght�ng w�th the South
V�etnamese government �n what, by 1975 were already apparently lost causes.

USSR
 The 1977 human r�ghts record of the USSR became well known for the oppress�on of
pol�t�cal d�ss�dence and the m�nor�ty. One very persecuted d�ss�dent was Andre�
Sakharov, a nuclear phys�c�st and human r�ghts advocate. For advocat�ng change
and demand�ng freedom of speech, he was forced �nto ex�le. The government p�cks
up d�ssent �n mouths by systemat�c scrut�ny and control of med�a and
commun�cat�on. Ethn�c m�nor�t�es were the Tatars of Cr�mea and Jews, who suffered
persecut�on and resettlements or e�ther den�ed freedoms l�ke em�grat�on. Rel�g�ous
freedoms were t�ghtly controlled and rel�g�ous �nst�tut�ons were often subject to
persecut�on. 

Ch�na
 In the year 1977, Ch�na had come under the control of Mao Zedong's successors
after the death of the Great Helmsman �n the year 1976. Th�s has been a per�od for
Ch�na that �s recover�ng from mass persecut�on aga�nst �ntellectuals and ethn�c
m�nor�t�es- ch�efly the Cultural Revolut�on. D Stal�n pol�cy, wh�le the repress�on of
pol�t�cal d�ssent rema�ned r�gorous and unforg�v�ng, Deng X�aop�ng cont�nued to
ga�n strength and moved toward control to dr�ve econom�c reforms. Pol�t�cal
pr�soners l�ke the Democracy Wall act�v�sts are st�ll arrested �n sp�te of Nepalese and
Uyghurs be�ng subjected to severe oppress�on. In terms concern�ng freedom of
express�on, the state bel�eves �n a repress�ve bent's perspect�ve, and any d�ssent
would usually lead to pun�shment e�ther by �mpr�sonment or reeducat�on. 

CONTRIES POSITIONS ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS DURING THE COLD WAR
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Un�ted K�ngdom
 The UK presented �tself as be�ng on the s�de of democracy and human r�ghts even
though �t was rather controvers�al at t�mes. The problem about Northern Ireland had
not yet subs�ded, for the bloodshed cont�nued between the Protestant un�on�sts
and the Cathol�c nat�onal�sts. These rev�led human r�ghts by the UK government
that had been formed out of the bloody allegat�ons of how the state dealt w�th the
whole event, espec�ally by the �nternment of suspected m�l�tants w�thout tr�al. All
th�s wh�le, h�s outcry has resounded at a h�gher p�tch wh�le condemn�ng the Sov�et
Un�on for �ts abuses on human r�ghts v�ewed mostly from the angle of pol�t�cal
d�ss�dents and other ethn�c m�nor�t�es. 

France
 In 1977, France was ruled by Valéry G�scard d'Esta�ng �n power, who sa�d that they
need to pay attent�on to human r�ghts concerns as one aspect of French fore�gn
pol�cy �n Afr�ca. France, wh�le support�ng author�tar�an governments, would protect
any French expatr�ate l�v�ng abroad, espec�ally those �n Afr�ca. Internally,
�mm�grat�on matters proved qu�te content�ous, espec�ally w�th regard to Alger�an
�mm�grants, due to past h�stor�cal tens�ons ar�s�ng from the Alger�an War of
Independence. France jo�ned UN peacekeepers and �nternat�onal publ�c calls
support�ng the protect�on of human r�ghts but d�d not speak out aga�nst some
repress�ve acts comm�tted by �ts Cold War all�es. 

West Germany
 In 1977, West Germany st�ll rema�ned �n deep pol�t�cal tens�on on �ts pos�t�on
regard�ng the Sov�et Un�on and Eastern Europe. The Federal Republ�c of Germany
was qu�te a part of the European Econom�c Commun�ty and used �ts �nvolvement as
a pretext for advocat�ng on behalf of human r�ghts �n commun�st states �n general
and on behalf of pol�t�cal pr�soners �n part�cular �n the Sov�et Un�on and the Eastern
Bloc. Increas�ng ant�-�mm�grant host�l�ty managed to spark domest�c controversy
around refugee and asylum-seek�ng pol�c�es �n the country as r�s�ng econom�c
�ssues cont�nued to �ntens�fy. 
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East Germany
 The much-feared East Germany, otherw�se known as the German Democrat�c
Republ�c, was one of the worst �nstances of such states, part�cularly w�th respect to
the use of the Stas� �n crush�ng d�ssent. Freedom of express�on for East Germans was
largely an �llus�on. Those who were pol�t�cal d�ss�dents were �mpr�soned, sent �nto
ex�le, or forc�bly comm�tted to mental �nst�tut�ons. East Germans who made
attempts to flee to the West were e�ther executed or �mpr�soned. Wh�le the East
German state used med�a and educat�on to �ndoctr�nate the populace �n soc�al�st
�deology, the surve�llance on the rel�g�ous and ethn�c m�nor�t�es was part�cularly
concentrated. 

Türk�ye
 Relat�vely few th�ngs w�ll make one th�nk of Turkey �n 1977 more than pol�t�cal
�nstab�l�ty from the economy and pol�t�cal v�olence. Cycles of m�l�tary coups had
been embedded �n Turk�sh pol�t�cs, the latest hav�ng been �n 1971, w�th the
subsequent confl�ct between m�l�tary and c�v�l�an governance over the respect and
protect�on of human r�ghts. These tens�ons engulfed both m�l�tary and c�v�l�an
author�t�es: d�ssens�ons over Kurd�sh r�ghts and treatment of m�nor�ty populat�ons
such as the Alev� commun�ty were regularly ra�sed; freedom of express�on was also
�mp�nged upon. The other landmark �n th�s regard was the 1977 Istanbul Massacre,
where left�st demons were met w�th m�l�tary force, thus showcas�ng a confl�ct
between the state repress�on and pol�t�cal act�v�sm.  

Poland
 In 1977 Poland was st�ll Commun�st, w�th�n the Sov�et sphere. A great deal of unrest
was beg�nn�ng to break out �n the country, mostly assoc�ated w�th Sol�dar�ty, wh�ch
began to emerge �n the early 1980s. Although the government moved qu�ckly
aga�nst the labor movement, �ts emergence marked the beg�nn�ng of pol�t�cal and
soc�al upheaval w�th�n the state. Rel�g�ous l�berty was �tself a concern; the Cathol�c
Church exerted s�gn�f�cant pressure as an oppos�ng force to the Commun�st
government. Poland was also much concerned w�th human r�ghts abuses �n the
Sov�et Un�on. 
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Czechoslovak�a
 The Commun�st government �n Czechoslovak�a enforced severe censorsh�p and
surve�llance measures to exerc�se control over the populace. D�ssent was met w�th
severe pun�shment, wh�le one of �ts major oppos�t�on movements, Charter 77, that
stood for greater freedom and respect for human r�ghts, was severely repressed.
Intellectuals and pol�t�cal d�ss�dents were e�ther persecuted and condemned
�nternat�onally; yet, the country was also an �mportant player �n human r�ghts-
related d�scuss�ons w�th�n the Warsaw pact. 

Austral�a
 In 1977, Austral�a enthus�ast�cally entered �nto act�ve �nternat�onal d�scuss�ons on
human r�ghts ma�nly concern�ng �ts att�tude to Southeast As�an refugees from
V�etnam and Cambod�a. Austral�a pract�ced str�ngent �mm�grat�on regulat�ons that
would be thrown �nto the very broth and often cr�t�c�zed by �nternat�onal human
r�ghts organ�zat�ons for the sever�ty of cond�t�ons met by asylum seekers �n the�r
country. Austral�a, �n add�t�on, strongly condemned the repress�on of ethn�c
m�nor�t�es �n ne�ghbor�ng Papua New Gu�nea, actually advocat�ng �nternat�onal
pressure aga�nst the repress�ve reg�mes. 

Bulgar�a
 Under Todor Zh�vkov, Bulgar�a was a fa�thful Sov�et ally; no legac�es of Eastern Bloc
human-r�ghts pol�c�es would fa�l to be v�s�ble �n Bulgar�a's human r�ghts pol�c�es.
Pol�t�cal d�ssent was not tolerable under th�s Government, espec�ally among the
ethn�c Turk�sh and Roma commun�t�es. Rel�g�ous freedom was very restr�cted. Most
�nfamous were the forced ass�m�lat�ons done by Bulgar�a aga�nst most of �ts Turk�sh
m�nor�ty. Bulgar�a's harsh repress�on of freedom of speech and �ts membersh�p �n
Sov�et-led �nternat�onal act�v�t�es have attracted many �nternat�onal condemnat�ons.

Hungary 
 By 1977, Hungary was go�ng through a relat�vely more l�beral stage of Eastern Bloc
pol�t�cs. The government under János Kádár had relat�vely l�beral pol�c�es, wh�ch he
called the Goulash Commun�sm per�od; however, there was st�ll very l�ttle pol�t�cal
d�ssent allowed. There were problems fac�ng most of the rel�g�ous m�nor�t�es,
espec�ally Roman Cathol�cs, but the Roman�an Orthodox Church faced the severest
persecut�on. Pol�t�cal d�ss�dents and act�v�sts were usually pun�shed through
�mpr�sonment or ex�le. 
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1. How can the suppress�on of pol�t�cal pr�soners and d�ss�dents �n author�tar�an
reg�mes dur�ng the Cold War be addressed w�thout escalat�ng tens�ons between
oppos�ng blocs?

2. What steps can be taken to prov�de protect�on and support to refugees
flee�ng human r�ghts v�olat�ons, espec�ally those d�splaced by Cold War confl�cts
such as those from V�etnam, Ch�le, and Afghan�stan?

3. What strateg�es can be �mplemented to combat med�a censorsh�p and ensure
freedom of express�on, part�cularly �n reg�mes that used str�ct med�a control to
suppress d�ssent dur�ng the Cold War? 

4. What measures can be taken to prevent the persecut�on of ethn�c and
rel�g�ous m�nor�t�es �n both Eastern and Western blocs, and how can the
�nternat�onal commun�ty ensure the protect�on of these m�nor�t�es’ r�ghts? 

5. How can �nternat�onal cooperat�on w�th countr�es that acted aga�nst
democrat�c values dur�ng the Cold War be made more effect�ve �n combat�ng
human r�ghts v�olat�ons? 

6.  How can �nternat�onal accountab�l�ty mechan�sms be strengthened to
address past human r�ghts v�olat�ons follow�ng the end of the Cold War?

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN THE RESOLUTION
PAPER 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  A Z I Z M U N ’ 2 5 2 2

https://en.m.w�k�ped�a.org/w�k�/Human_r�ghts_�n_the_Sov�et_Un�on

https://en.m.w�k�ped�a.org/w/�ndex.php?
t�tle=Pol�t�cal_repress�on_�n_the_Sov�et_Un�on&wprov=rarw1

https://en.m.w�k�ped�a.org/w�k�/Effects_of_the_Cold_War

https://en.m.w�k�ped�a.org/w/�ndex.php?t�tle=Nuclear_warfare&wprov=rarw1
 

https://en.m.w�k�ped�a.org/w�k�/Un�ted_Nat�ons_Human_R�ghts_Counc�l
 

https://www.cambr�dge.org/core/books/abs/cambr�dge-h�story-of-the-cold-
war/cold-war-and-human-r�ghts/6A32C8EA41314A7E262AB1BFE37EC884

https://www.jstor.org/

https://www.ohchr.org/en/ohchr

https://www.hrw.org/

https://www.amnesty.org/en/

https://www.w�lsoncenter.org/program/cold-war-�nternat�onal-h�story-project

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/h�story

 https://nsarch�ve.gwu.edu/

 https://www.coldwarh�story.org/
 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00j47fb

 https://www.�cj.org/

https://www.cs�s.org/

https://legal.un.org/�lc/

BIBLIOGRAPHY


