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Dear delegates,

 I, the secretary general of the conference, would l�ke to welcome you all to
AZIZMUN’25. It �s an honor for me to be able to present you th�s work that we have
been prepar�ng for months. My team has worked t�relessly to hopefully br�ng you
one of the best MUN exper�ences you w�ll ever attend.

 In our UNEP comm�ttee, you are the ones dec�d�ng on the future of the Arct�c. W�th
the Arct�c becom�ng and �mportant zone �n global pol�t�cs, many d�fferent
agreements have been made and �nternat�onal conferences have been held. In th�s
comm�ttee, you w�ll be study�ng these agreements and the�r long-term effects
dec�d�ng whether or not they w�ll work �n protect�ng the env�ronment. I bel�eve �f
you come prepared enough, you w�ll succeed �n th�s comm�ttee. I urge all delegates
to also do research outs�de of th�s study gu�de.

 We are eager to see you and can’t wa�t for the debates we w�ll have. As a team, we
w�ll do our best to make th�s conference unforgettable for everyone. I w�sh you all
the best w�th your preparat�ons! 

Best regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               Mel�s KARAALİ
                                                                                              Secretary General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: mel�s_karaal�@�cloud.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM SECRETARY GENERAL
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Esteemed Delegates ,

 My name �s Ecem Yaren Ek�c�, and I am the D�rector General of AZİZMUN’25. It �s
truly a pleasure for me to welcome you to our conference. We’ve been work�ng on
th�s event for a long t�me, and I put a lot of effort �nto prepar�ng the study gu�de for
the UNEP comm�ttee. I pa�d attent�on to every deta�l to ensure that everyth�ng �s as
effect�ve as poss�ble for you. That’s why �t �s so spec�al to see you here, and I am
genu�nely exc�ted about th�s moment.

 The Un�ted Nat�ons Env�ronment Programme �s more than just about
env�ronmental d�scuss�ons — �t �s a space where the future of our planet �s shaped
through collaborat�on, awareness, and respons�b�l�ty. Th�s year, we w�ll focus on one
of the most cr�t�cal env�ronmental �ssues of the Cold War era: the m�l�tar�zat�on of
the polar reg�ons. You w�ll d�scuss how global powers have used ecolog�cally frag�le
zones for pol�t�cal purposes, and explore ways to prevent s�m�lar threats �n the future.
Every d�scuss�on w�ll be an opportun�ty to understand our �mpact on nature and to
th�nk of susta�nable solut�ons.

 I w�sh you an unforgettable exper�ence, mean�ngful debates, and plenty of
�nsp�rat�on throughout the conference. If you have any quest�ons or need ass�stance,
please don’t hes�tate to contact me.

I’m look�ng forward to meet�ng all of you and work�ng together �n our comm�ttee!  

 Best regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                    Ecem Yaren EKİCİ
                                                                                        D�rector General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: ecemyarenek�c�22@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM DIRECTOR GENERAL
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Dear D�st�ngu�shed Delegates,

 It �s w�th great pleasure that we extend a warm welcome to each of you to the Un�ted
Nat�ons Env�ronment Programme of AZIZMUN 2025.

 As your Under-Secretary-General, I am comm�tted to ensur�ng that your exper�ence w�ll be
both memorable and enr�ch�ng, character�zed by pass�onate and construct�ve debates of an
except�onal academ�c standard w�th�n a colleg�al and collaborat�ve atmosphere.
Throughout our sess�ons, you w�ll be called upon to address the complex and press�ng
�ssues related to the m�l�tar�zat�on of the Arct�c, wh�ch poses s�gn�f�cant threats to
�nternat�onal peace and stab�l�ty at the reg�onal level.

 Th�s Study Gu�de has been crafted as a valuable resource to ass�st you �n nav�gat�ng and
organ�z�ng your research on th�s cr�t�cal top�c. It prov�des a foundat�onal overv�ew of the
mult�faceted �ssues at hand. However, �t �s essent�al to conduct your own thorough research
on both the top�c and your country's spec�f�c pos�t�on, as th�s �ndependent �nvest�gat�on w�ll
be v�tal for ga�n�ng a comprehens�ve understand�ng.

 I am conf�dent that you w�ll del�ver well-structured, art�culate pos�t�on papers and engage
�n construct�ve d�alogues dur�ng the conference. Wh�le I expect all delegates to
demonstrate respect, ded�cat�on, and enthus�asm, I also encourage you to fully embrace
th�s opportun�ty and share your pass�on, knowledge, and apprec�at�on for debate.

 Throughout th�s exper�ence, we rema�n at your d�sposal to address any quest�ons or
concerns that may ar�se. If th�s endeavor enta�ls strategy, negot�at�on, cooperat�on, and
preparat�on, we are here to prov�de gu�dance and �nsp�rat�on for your next steps. I w�sh you
all the best and look forward to meet�ng you �n person at AZIZMUN. 

 Warm regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                         Bel�nay BAŞ
                                                                                                    Under Secretary General of UNEP

Contact Informat�on: bel�naybash@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL



 The Un�ted Nat�ons Env�ronment Programme (UNEP) was
created after the 1972 Stockholm Conference as the major UN
body �n charge of �nternat�onal env�ronmental affa�rs. UNEP
encourages susta�nable development, prevents �mpend�ng
env�ronmental cr�ses, and str�ves for the co-ex�stence of
humank�nd and nature. Headquartered �n Na�rob�, Kenya, UNEP
determ�nes ex�stent env�ronmental problems at the global level
and g�ves the governments awareness of potent�al solut�ons.

 As for the UNEP m�ss�on, env�ronmental �ssues are �n the ma�n
espec�ally sc�ent�f�c �nvest�gat�ons w�th susta�nable solut�ons over
the long term. Also, these programmes cover many �ssues, from
susta�nable ut�l�zat�on of natural resources to b�od�vers�ty
conservat�on, to cl�mate change and �mprov�ng a�r and water
qual�ty. UNEP helps countr�es, c�v�l soc�ety, and the academ�c
commun�t�es �n strengthen�ng env�ronmental awareness and
translat�ng pol�c�es �nto act�ons.

 At AZIZMUN '25, the UNEP comm�ttee prov�des an �mportant
platform for d�scuss�ons on how much env�ronmental concerns
overlapped w�th pol�t�cal and m�l�tary occurrences dur�ng the
Cold War. The agenda �tem, "M�l�tar�zat�on of the Polar Reg�ons
Dur�ng the Cold War," �s d�rectly al�gned w�th UNEP pr�nc�pal
core values for the env�ronment, global cooperat�on, and
susta�nab�l�ty. W�th�n these parameters, the comm�ttee w�ll
operate under the 1980 t�me frame, when a small degree of
global env�ronmental consc�ousness was beg�nn�ng to be
recogn�zed but was dec�dedly overshadowed by the cl�mate of
tens�on �n �nternat�onal relat�ons throughout the Cold War. 
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 The superpowers dur�ng the Cold War converted the polar
reg�ons, spec�f�cally the Arct�c and Antarct�ca, �nto strateg�c areas
of �nterest. Construct�on of m�l�tary bases, nuclear tests, radar
systems, and submar�ne deployments �n any case on these
frag�le ecosystems could then escalate pol�t�cal tens�ons and
br�ng a denouncement to the�r env�ronmental degradat�on. The
focus of th�s comm�ttee w�ll then be to assess �n deta�l the
env�ronmental �mpact of m�l�tar�zat�on �n such countr�es and the
means ava�lable for states to m�t�gate such �mpacts.

Delegates shall be expected to broaden the�r d�scuss�ons to
�nclude the env�ronmental consequences of m�l�tary operat�ons
and assessments of the effect�veness of relevant �nternat�onal
legal frameworks and conclude by art�culat�ng any new
proposals that may be made to promote enhanced global
cooperat�on �n env�ronmental protect�on. D�scuss�ons w�ll cover
ex�st�ng treat�es such as the Antarct�c Treaty, wh�le new treat�es
w�ll be proposed to respond to challenges posed to polar
ecosystems today and �n the future.

 The UNEP comm�ttee w�ll therefore address contemporary
env�ronmental aggress�ons under the gu�se of peace, sc�ent�f�c
cooperat�on, and �nternat�onal d�plomacy. Member States w�ll
have an opportun�ty to comprehend not just env�ronmental
matters but also on the h�stor�cal t�es between env�ronmental
factors and secur�ty �ssues �n the world. 
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 Indeed, after a long h�story dur�ng the 20th century, the polar reg�ons have
emerged as s�tes of geopol�t�cal �nterest. These were once remote and untouched
areas, and now these have acqu�red strateg�c �nterest as well as sc�ent�f�c worth by
great powers. Such areas have been seen really well for the�r potent�al as future
natural resources. Such areas wh�ch rece�ved the culm�nat�on of �nterest dur�ng the
Cold War; �deolog�cal d�v�des and m�l�tary arms races by the two superpowers- the
Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on- turned even these cont�nents �nto a stage of
r�valry �n all spheres. The agenda thus deals w�th the query as to how and to wh�ch
these reg�ons were m�l�tar�zed and what consequent transformat�ons had to the
env�ronment and the pol�t�cal commun�ty emerged dur�ng th�s tense cold war
per�od.

 R�ght after World War II, the Cold War started, wh�ch embro�led Wash�ngton and
Moscow �n petty squabbles. NATO members, on the one hand, and Warsaw pact
nat�ons, on the other, sought to extend the�r strateg�c outreach �n the early years of
Cold War. Close geograph�cally, Arct�c proved to be not so, w�th the Un�ted States
and the Sov�et Un�on, �n terms of d�stance; �t could serve as a bas�s for early-warn�ng
radar systems, m�l�tary a�rf�elds, and submar�ne routes. Coupled w�th the m�ss�le
technology development, �t also became a feas�ble area to launch or cross
�ntercont�nental ball�st�c m�ss�les. Under such cond�t�ons, m�l�tary �nstallat�ons began
to emerge across northern Canada, Greenland, Alaska, and �n the Sov�et Arct�c. 

 Antarct�ca was understood �n a sense as strateg�c more than anyth�ng else. As to
Antarct�c cont�nent, �t would not put up w�th any m�l�tary conquest; �t never could.
Sharpness of cl�mate and remoteness shall not perm�t any takeover by m�l�tary
means. G�ven �ts s�ze and prom�se of sc�ent�f�c endeavors, the terr�tory has drawn
many countr�es. The Un�ted K�ngdom, Un�ted States, Sov�et Un�on, Argent�na, and
Ch�le are among such countr�es. All countr�es had a confl�ct�ng terr�tor�al cla�m over
Antarct�ca. Dur�ng that t�me of compet�t�on �n terr�tory �n the Cold War per�od, �t was
feared that Antarct�ca m�ght eas�ly be dragged �nto the worldw�de confl�ct or be
used as a s�te for nuclear tests and m�l�tary reconna�ssance.

AGENDA ITEM: The M�l�tar�zat�on of the Polar Reg�ons
Dur�ng the Cold War 
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 The s�gn�ng of the Antarct�c Treaty �n 1959 to ban the m�l�tar�zat�on of Antarct�ca was
arguably the most blunt of these measures; the treaty entered �nto force �n 1961.
Antarct�ca was thus set as�de as an area for peace and sc�ence and was proh�b�ted
from any m�l�tary act�v�ty or nuclear test�ng on �ts terr�tory. Th�s treaty represented
one of the rare occas�ons �n wh�ch cooperat�on pers�sted dur�ng the Cold War
amongst the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on, wh�ch were or�g�nal s�gnator�es.
The treaty was meant to curb m�l�tar�zat�on �n pr�nc�ple even �f the def�n�t�on of 'non-
m�l�tary' looked all too eas�ly to encompass uses of dual-use sc�ent�f�c equ�pment,
m�l�tary log�st�cs support, and persons perhaps connected �n some way w�th
�nst�tut�ons of defense masquerad�ng as sc�ent�sts.

 Much less so for the Arct�c, a d�mens�on of oppos�te m�l�tary act�on preva�led �n the
Cold War. The U.S. construct�on of �ts D�stant Early Warn�ng L�ne, a ser�es of radar
stat�ons �n the northernmost terr�tor�es of North Amer�ca to watch for �ncom�ng
Sov�et bombers, contrast w�th the concurrent Sov�et construct�on of m�l�tary ent�t�es
l�ke Arct�c bases and �cebreaker fleets. And beneath the Arct�c �ce, both s�des
patrolled the reg�on w�th nuclear submar�nes us�ng �t as a covert strateg�c corr�dor.

 It can be sa�d that wh�le all were dr�ven by m�l�tary-secur�ty cons�derat�ons, these
have had other far-reach�ng env�ronmental �mpl�cat�ons on the other hand. Nuclear
submar�nes have �ncreased the r�sk of rad�oact�ve contam�nat�on, espec�ally when
acc�dental sp�lls occur. Radar stat�ons and m�l�tary outposts were a d�rect affront to
the surv�val of Arct�c w�ldl�fe. Ult�mately, the exploratory m�ss�on to dr�ll and extract
foss�l fuels, to generate chem�cal waste, and to dump m�l�tary garbage �n polar
env�ronments that heal from ecolog�cal damage much slower than do temperate
ecosystems-had far reach�ng consequences.

 The concerns around the env�ronment became much more cr�t�cal �n the 1980s,
wh�ch �s where �t w�ll draw all �ts attent�on as a comm�ttee. The cl�mate of the Cold
War at th�s t�me �s what really put �nto place that much concern �nto env�ronmental
consc�ousness, be�ng part of the hatch to be treated as a global �ssue. The sc�ent�f�c
knowledge of sens�t�ve polar ecosystems was developed, and the m�l�tary potent�al
threats aga�nst �ce sheets, mar�ne l�fe, and �nd�genous commun�t�es were start�ng to
ga�n not�ce. However, �t was more of an �ssue that had l�ttle pr�or�ty consulted w�th�n
m�l�tary strateg�es for the general protect�on of the env�ronment overall. 
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 On top of th�s, �nternat�onal law was l�mp�ng �n terms of governance of the polar
terr�tor�es. Antarct�ca proved to be at the background of cooperat�on at the South
Pole through the Antarct�ca Treaty System w�th ne�ther general support nor strong
enforcement mechan�sms. The Arct�c was an area of vulnerable m�l�tar�zed act�v�t�es
and resources explo�tat�on under a confused m�x of Exclus�ve Econom�c Zones
(EEZs) lack�ng a un�form legal reg�me aga�n.

 Th�s was the real turn�ng po�nt of the 1980s. The arms race sharpened, rap�dly
bloom�ng m�l�tary technolog�es, and the f�rst fl�ckers of �nternat�onal env�ronmental
norms began to shape the consc�ousness of the globe: w�ll the polar reg�ons rema�n
areas of peace and sc�ent�f�c advancement or w�ll they aga�n become new theaters
for pol�t�cal and m�l�tary confrontat�on?

 Through th�s valley of dec�s�on th�s comm�ttee would have to traverse. Superpowers
of the Cold War w�ll really s�t out the balanc�ng act of costs and benef�ts when �t
comes down to secur�ng the frag�le ecosystems of the planet. They would explore
the strengths of ex�st�ng treat�es and create recommendat�ons on how to �mprove
these. They would also analyze how sc�ent�f�c cooperat�on promotes peace and
d�scharge respons�b�l�t�es that the developed and develop�ng can have toward the
env�ronment.

 Delegates w�ll tackle through quest�on�ng on these themes the legacy of Cold War
m�l�tar�zat�on wh�le reflect�ng on how present and future env�ronmental challenges
such as cl�mate change and melt�ng �ce caps are d�ctated by cho�ces made dur�ng
the t�me of Cold War. Polar m�l�tar�zat�on �s an �ssue wh�ch �s now part of h�story; �ts
effects, however, cont�nue to be felt to th�s day. Know�ng the h�stor�cal context �s the
f�rst step on the path toward a more susta�nable and peaceful future of these �n-
need terr�tor�es.
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 Nuclear Armament and the Polar Reg�ons 1.
 The Arct�c and Antarct�c reg�ons became dur�ng the whole Cold War the scene of a
very qu�et nuclear r�valry between the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on. Th�s
reg�on, the Arct�c, came to be an extremely �mportant area of nuclear strategy. The
two powers were us�ng �ce reg�ons as locat�ons for plac�ng submar�nes and m�ss�les,
radar systems, and other m�l�tary �nstallat�ons.

 The Un�ted States stat�oned nuclear-capable bombers at s�tes l�ke the Thule A�r
Bases, Greenland. A bomber crash �n 1968 near the base further exempl�f�ed the
dangerous nature of such deployments by caus�ng the loss of four nuclear bombs. In
turn, the Sov�et Un�on also deployed nuclear submar�nes under Arct�c �ce, thus
prov�d�ng �tself w�th both greater strateg�c stealth and mob�l�ty.

 Opportun�ty was g�ven to present the polar reg�ons as be�ng part of a global m�l�tary
strategy rather than merely env�ronmental treasures. Rad�oact�ve contam�nat�on
and long-term env�ronmental harm from nuclear act�v�ty �n these del�cate
ecosystems posed ser�ous quest�ons as far as long-term concerns are concerned.

    2. Establ�shment of M�l�tary Bases �n Polar Reg�ons
 The Arct�c, along w�th border�ng nat�ons, such as the Un�ted States, Canada, the
USSR, and Denmark (v�a Greenland), saw m�l�tary bases establ�sh dur�ng the Cold
War to �mprove surve�llance and defense capab�l�t�es, as well as poss�ble offens�ve
operat�ons. These countr�es establ�shed bases �n polar reg�ons as early as the m�d-
1950s, when the D�stant Early Warn�ng L�ne (DEW L�ne) project launched �ts
construct�on of radar stat�ons across northern Canada and over the selected few
reg�ons �n Alaska to prov�de early detect�on for Sov�et bombers.

 Greenland, northern Norway, and Alaska were among the zones bu�lt up as Cold
War m�l�tary �nstallat�ons. Vast naval bases and nuclear submar�ne fac�l�t�es turned
the Arct�c �nto a theatre of m�l�tary content�on �n the USSR.

SUB TOPICS
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On the other hand, Art�cle I of the Antarct�c Treaty expressly proh�b�ts the
establ�shment of m�l�tary bases �n Antarct�ca. The ent�re cont�nent �s dem�l�tar�zed
and g�ven fully to sc�ent�f�c pursu�ts. Some such bases were cloaked defenses of
m�l�tary establ�shments, and m�l�tary log�st�cal support was frequently re�nterpreted
as sc�ent�f�c m�ss�ons, �ron�cally blurr�ng dem�l�tar�zat�on l�nes and ra�s�ng legal and
eth�cal d�lemmas.

    3. Long-Term Env�ronmental Impacts
 In the later decades of the Cold War per�od, �t became �ncreas�ngly accepted that
m�l�tary operat�ons �n polar areas had env�ronmental �mpacts. The ecosystems were
destroyed w�th the presented equ�pment, chem�cal waste from radar stat�ons, and
the env�ronmental damage made by nuclear acc�dents.

 The USA cont�nues to dump nuclear waste �nto the Arct�c Ocean unt�l the early
e�ght�es. Chem�cal wastes were dumped by the U.S. m�l�tary bases �nto Alaska and
the northern terr�tor�es of Canada contam�nat�ng so�l and ground waters. Also,
several acc�dents of nuclear submar�nes or abandonment have resulted �n the
rad�oact�ve threat of the Arct�c waters for an �ndef�n�te t�me. 

 The �ncreased v�s�b�l�ty of m�l�tary personnel �s l�ttle more than a chem�cal-
rad�oact�ve pollut�on threat; �t w�ll be borne by the w�ldl�fe: polar bears, seals, and
whales. Some h�dden contam�nants flooded prev�ously non-v�s�ble by melt�ng �ce,
tr�gger�ng new env�ronmental remed�at�on projects.

 4. Internat�onal Law and the Antarct�c Treat�es 
 Antarct�ca �s un�que �n �nternat�onal law. In the 1959 Antarct�c Treaty, m�l�tary
act�v�t�es, nuclear test�ng, and rad�oact�ve waste d�sposal are proh�b�ted on the
cont�nent, and the reg�on may only be used for peaceful and sc�ent�f�c purposes. 

 That treaty �s somet�mes heralded as a rare �nstance of Cold War collaborat�on,
although not all s�gnator�es �nvested the same �n env�ronmental protect�on. Some
countr�es felt that the treaty was a way of "freez�ng" terr�tor�al cla�ms �nstead of �n a
long-term engagement and comm�tment to conservat�on. The Un�ted States and
the Sov�et Un�on ma�nta�ned m�l�tary presence �n the form of personnel and log�st�cs
under the pretext of research.
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 Unl�ke Antarct�ca, the Arct�c �s devo�d of any comprehens�ve b�nd�ng treaty. All that
comes close to govern�ng �t are nat�onal cla�ms over exclus�ve econom�c zones
(EEZs) w�th l�ttle �nternat�onal overs�ght. The demand for Arct�c o�l and gas reserves
grew �n the 1980s and exposed very ser�ous gaps �n the legal framework, wh�ch
�ncreased tens�ons over sovere�gnty, env�ronmental protect�on, and m�l�tar�zat�on.
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Un�ted States
 The Un�ted States has expressed �ts �nterest �n the Arct�c many t�mes due to �ts
prox�m�ty v�a Alaska, grow�ng geopol�t�cal compet�t�on �n the reg�on, and the
�ncreas�ng access�b�l�ty of Arct�c due to cl�mate change. Trad�t�onally, USA was
focused on sc�ent�f�c research on the reg�on however now the state has recently
sh�fted �ts Arct�c pol�cy to address r�s�ng concerns over secur�ty and power r�valry—
part�cularly w�th Russ�a and Ch�na. M�l�tary, USA �s enhanc�ng �ts Arct�c capab�l�t�es
through the creat�on of �cebreakers, m�l�tary tra�n�ng, and the modern�zat�on of
�nfrastructure, part�cularly �n Alaska. They emphas�ze cooperat�on w�th NATO all�es
and members of the Arct�c Counc�l to promote reg�onal stab�l�ty wh�le mon�tor�ng
for fore�gn m�l�tary bases. Desp�te all these secur�ty concerns, USA has an
env�ronmental stewardsh�p comm�tment �n the form of organ�zat�ons such as NOAA
(Nat�onal Ocean�c and Atmospher�c Adm�n�strat�on) and the EPA (Env�ronmental
Protect�on Agency) �n the hope of we�gh�ng secur�ty �nterests w�th the goals of
susta�nable development �n the reg�on.

Sov�et Un�on
 The Sov�et Un�on had a cruc�al part �n the M�l�tar�zat�on of Arct�c, the reg�on was
seen as an essent�al component of the�r nat�onal and �nternat�onal pos�t�on globally
— espec�ally dur�ng the Cold War. On the�r coastl�ne, the USSR �nvested heav�ly �n
m�l�tary bases, a�rbases, radar systems and early warn�ng stat�ons. Arct�c was also
used by the USSR as a test and launch locat�on for the�r nuclear-based weapons,
submar�nes and m�ss�les. The USSR also constructed worlds largest nuclear powered
�ce breaker fleet, �n order to guarantee access and control over the Northern Sea
wh�ch was �mportant for m�l�tary mob�l�ty, as well as resource transportat�on. USSR
also establ�shed c�v�l�an settlements and sc�ent�f�c outposts to sol�d�fy �ts presence
and author�ty �n the H�gh North. After �ts collapse, �ts �nfrastructure was �nher�ted by
Russ�an Federat�on and they have rev�tal�zed and expanded the�r m�l�tary
capab�l�t�es �n the Arct�c, bu�ld�ng upon Sov�et-era foundat�ons. 

COUNTRIES POSITIONS  ON THE MILITARIZATION OF THE
POLAR REGIONS DURING THE COLD WAR
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Ch�na
 Ch�na off�c�ally opposes the m�l�tar�zat�on of the Arct�c, advocat�ng for peaceful
development and �nternat�onal cooperat�on �n the reg�on. As a self-styled "Near-
Arct�c State," Ch�na emphas�zes pr�nc�ples of "respect, cooperat�on, w�n-w�n result,
and susta�nab�l�ty" �n �ts Arct�c pol�cy. In �ts Arct�c Pol�cy, Ch�na re�terates that peace
and stab�l�ty �n the Arct�c must be upheld �n the �nterest of settl�ng d�sputes
peacefully accord�ng to �nternat�onal law, such as the UN Charter and the Un�ted
Nat�ons Convent�on on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Ch�na further promotes
cooperat�on w�th the Arct�c states �n major areas l�ke mar�t�me and aer�al search and
rescue, mar�t�me early warn�ng, and emergency response. However, Ch�na's
�ncreased act�v�t�es �n the Arct�c have also drawn the attent�on of other nat�ons. Even
w�thout troops stat�oned there, Ch�na's �ncreas�ng research and commerc�al
endeavors, �nclud�ng �nvestments �n develop�ng so-called "Polar S�lk Road" and
�nfrastructure �n the reg�on, are cons�dered by some to be strateg�c moves wh�ch
would eventually have m�l�tary appl�cat�ons �n the near future. Moreover, Ch�na's
collaborat�on w�th Russ�a �n the Arct�c reg�on, for example, �n the form of jo�nt naval
dr�lls and energy projects, has been taken by some analysts to mean closer strateg�c
al�gnment between the two countr�es �n the reg�on. Overall, wh�le Ch�na off�c�ally
endorses the peaceful use of the Arct�c and opposes �ts m�l�tar�zat�on, �ts �ncreas�ng
act�v�t�es and all�ances �n the reg�on are be�ng closely watched by other Arct�c and
non-Arct�c countr�es that are concerned about potent�al sh�fts �n the strateg�c
balance. 

Ind�a
 Ind�a off�c�ally opposes the m�l�tar�zat�on of the Arct�c, advocat�ng for peaceful
development and �nternat�onal cooperat�on �n the reg�on. Ind�a's 2022 Arct�c Pol�cy
focuses on s�x p�llars: sc�ence and research, econom�c and human development
cooperat�on, transportat�on and connect�v�ty, governance and �nternat�onal
cooperat�on, nat�onal capac�ty bu�ld�ng, and cl�mate and env�ronmental protect�on.
In summary, wh�le Ind�a publ�cly advocates for the peaceful use of the Arct�c and
opposes �ts m�l�tar�zat�on, �ts expand�ng act�v�t�es and partnersh�ps �n the reg�on are
closely mon�tored by other Arct�c and non-Arct�c states concerned about potent�al
sh�fts �n the strateg�c balance zone. 
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Braz�l
 Braz�l has not made any off�c�al statements on the matter, however the�r past
act�ons suggest a preference for peaceful engagement and sc�ent�f�c cooperat�on �n
the reg�on. In July 2023, Braz�l launched �ts f�rst sc�ent�f�c exped�t�on to the Arct�c
a�m�ng to study the reg�on's b�od�vers�ty and �ts role �n global cl�mate change. They
also cons�dered becom�ng observers �n the Arct�c Counc�l wh�ch would allow them
to be more act�ve and �ncluded on the matter. Braz�l emphas�s on sc�ent�f�c research,
env�ronmental susta�nab�l�ty and mult�cultural cooperat�on �nd�cates a preference
for peaceful engagement �n the reg�on. Braz�l's act�ons suggest that �t v�ews the
Arct�c as a space for collaborat�ve efforts to address global challenges, rather than as
a place for m�l�tary acts. 

Canada
 Canada has opted out for a peaceful arct�c, emphas�z�ng cooperat�on and
env�ronmental collaborat�on. However, �n response to �ncreas�ng geopol�t�cal
tens�ons, part�cularly due to Russ�an m�l�tary act�v�t�es and Ch�na's grow�ng
presence, Canada has announced plans to enhance �ts m�l�tary and d�plomat�c
footpr�nt �n the reg�on. Th�s �ncludes deploy�ng new patrol sh�ps, submar�nes,
a�rcraft, and drones, as well as modern�z�ng surve�llance systems �n collaborat�on
w�th the Un�ted States. Canada �s also seek�ng deeper collaborat�on w�th Nord�c
nat�ons and apply�ng a nat�onal secur�ty lens to fore�gn research �n �ts Arct�c
terr�tor�es. 

Un�ted K�ngdom
 UK v�ews the arct�c as a cr�t�cal and s�gn�f�cant role �n global relat�ons and has
�ncreased �ts m�l�tary capac�ty �n the past years. 2023, �t establ�shed Camp V�k�ng �n
northern Norway to support Arct�c operat�ons and tra�n�ng. The UK part�c�pates �n
NATO exerc�ses, conducts cold-weather tra�n�ng, and deploys mar�t�me patrol
a�rcraft to enhance reg�onal secur�ty. The�r pol�cy also emphas�zes on cooperat�on �n
order to ensure Arct�c’s safety. 

France 
 France's m�l�tary act�v�t�es �n the Arct�c are a key aspect of �ts nat�onal Polar pol�cy
and d�plomat�c stance. France holds observer status �n the Arct�c Counc�l and
act�vely part�c�pates �n NATO's Arct�c �n�t�at�ves. The French m�l�tary conducts regular
patrols and jo�nt exerc�ses �n the reg�on, deploy�ng naval vessels, submar�nes, and
a�rcraft to support freedom of nav�gat�on and demonstrate comm�tment to
collect�ve secur�ty. France's �nvolvement a�ms to support Arct�c all�es, enhance
�nteroperab�l�ty, and adapt to challeng�ng env�ronments.
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1. How can �nternat�onal cooperat�on be ensured to address the env�ronmental
damage caused by nuclear act�v�t�es and m�l�tary base establ�shments �n the
polar reg�ons dur�ng the Cold War era?

2. What steps should be taken to address the env�ronmental and m�l�tary
�mbalance between reg�ons, g�ven that Antarct�ca has been dem�l�tar�zed
through �nternat�onal treat�es wh�le the Arct�c lacks s�m�lar protect�ons?

3. How can the �ssues of secur�ty and transparency caused by m�l�tary act�v�t�es
d�sgu�sed as sc�ent�f�c research dur�ng the Cold War be resolved �n today’s
context?  

4. Wh�ch countr�es should bear h�stor�cal respons�b�l�ty for m�l�tary remnants
threaten�ng the env�ronment �n the polar reg�ons (such as rad�oact�ve waste,
abandoned bases, submar�ne wrecks), and how can the�r cleanup be ensured? 

5. In response to the m�l�tar�zat�on r�sks posed by newly access�ble natural
resources and strateg�c advantages emerg�ng from melt�ng glac�ers due to
global warm�ng, how can a prevent�ve and env�ronmentally-based secur�ty
strategy be establ�shed? 

6. What new �nternat�onal norms should be developed to resolve the confl�cts
between m�l�tar�zat�on pract�ces �nher�ted from the Cold War and contemporary
env�ronmental law? 

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN THE RESOLUTION
PAPER 
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