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Dear delegates,

 I, the secretary general of the conference, would l�ke to welcome you all to
AZIZMUN’25. It �s an honor for me to be able to present you th�s work that we have
been prepar�ng for months. My team has worked t�relessly to hopefully br�ng you
one of the best MUN exper�ences you w�ll ever attend.

 In th�s comm�ttee you are the ones that dec�de the course of h�story. Wh�le wr�t�ng
th�s study gu�de w�th my USG, we tr�ed our best to make sure that the gu�de w�ll be
a useful study gu�de for every country. Each country can f�nd �nformat�on about
themselves on the last part of the gu�de. However, I strongly adv�se everyone to
research outs�de of th�s study gu�de as well. To be successful �n the HCC comm�ttee,
you should prepare �n the best way. HCC w�ll be d�fferent from our other
comm�ttees, you w�ll be always battl�ng cr�s�s, wh�le dec�d�ng on what happens to
Germany and your debates (comm�ttee) w�ll be set �n 1965, before the reun�f�cat�on.
Although �t may be a b�t more d�ff�cult, I bel�eve everyone w�ll do the�r best and
succeed. For any quest�ons, don’t hes�tate to reach to me or your USG.

 We are eager to see you and can’t wa�t for the debates we w�ll have. As a team, we
w�ll do our best to make th�s conference unforgettable for everyone. I w�sh you all
the best w�th your preparat�ons! 

Best regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               Mel�s KARAALİ
                                                                                              Secretary General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: mel�s_karaal�@�cloud.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM SECRETARY GENERAL
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Dear Delegates,

 I am Ecem Yaren Ek�c�, and I have the honor to serve as the D�rector General of
AZIZMUN'25. It, therefore, br�ngs �mmeasurable joy to me to have you here �n th�s
conference. Months of work�ng hard �n preparat�on for everyth�ng have passed, and
now just see�ng you �n our comm�ttees �s the only reward we could have asked for. I
am part�cularly exc�ted about host�ng the delegates of HCC.

 The H�stor�cal Cr�s�s Comm�ttee �s the past, the present, and the future. Th�s year,
you w�ll exper�ence the d�v�s�on of Germany and some of the consequences of the
Cold War. You w�ll speak on how the events �n h�story were shaped and how they
m�ght have been d�fferent. Each cr�s�s �s a great chance for you to th�nk outs�de the
box and propose creat�ve solut�ons.

 I w�sh you all a enjoyable, product�ve,unforgettable and flawless conference. Please
don't hes�tate to reach out to me any t�me should you have quest�ons or need
ass�stance w�th anyth�ng. I am already proud of all of you, and I cannot wa�t to meet
you �n our comm�ttee!

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                    Ecem Yaren EKİCİ
                                                                                        D�rector General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: ecemyarenek�c�22@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM DIRECTOR GENERAL
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Dear delegates,

 As your Under-Secretary-General, I am comm�tted to mak�ng your exper�ence at
AZIZMUN both �mpact�ng and enjoyful, creat�ng pass�onate debate atmospheres of
except�onal academ�c qual�ty �n an collaborat�ve and welcom�ng env�ronment. 

 Dur�ng our sess�ons, you w�ll be asked to d�scuss the events follow�ng the second
world war wh�ch resulted �n the part�ng of Germany.

 Th�s study gu�de has been carefully put together to ass�st you �n gu�d�ng your
research on th�s �mportant subject. It prov�des the essent�al overv�ew of the key
�ssues, but �t �s �mportant for you to conduct your own research regard�ng the top�c
�n order to be able to grasp the mater�al more throughly.

 I bel�eve that you w�ll produce well organ�zed and mean�ngful pos�t�on papers also
shap�ng the d�rect�ons of the d�scuss�ons w�th your knowledge �n the subject. I
adv�se you to trust yourself and jo�n the d�scuss�ons as much as you can. Th�s �s a safe
zone for you to pract�ce your self-conf�dence.

 Throughout the process, we w�ll be ava�lable to support you w�th any quest�ons or
concerns.

 We are here to guarantee for you to have a except�onal t�me and be able to ga�n the
valuable subject we are d�scuss�ng dur�ng our sess�ons. I w�sh you all the best and
look forward to meet�ng you �n person at AZIZMUN.

                                                                                              
                 
                                                                                                    Nerm�n Pınar ŞEPİR
                                                                                        Under Secretary General of HCC

Contact Informat�on: p�narsep�r0@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL



H�story of Cr�s�s Comm�ttees 
 Desp�te the Un�ted Nat�ons not hav�ng any formal spec�al
comm�ttees, the Model Un�ted Nat�ons’ spec�al comm�ttees have
been r�s�ng �n popular�ty �n the recent years; allow�ng delegates to
make qu�ck paced dec�s�ons, prov�d�ng them the opportun�ty to
develop the�r problem solv�ng and creat�ve th�nk�ng sk�lls wh�le also
allow�ng them to engage �n var�ous top�cs that cannot be covered �n
the GA comm�ttees.

Introduct�on to HCC
 The H�stor�cal Cr�s�s Comm�ttee �s a spec�al�zed comm�ttee w�th�n
MUN conferences that allows the delegates to engage �n
conversat�ons about events that shaped the past w�th the potent�al of
reshap�ng them. Unl�ke the trad�t�onal GA comm�ttees -where
solut�on �deas and resolut�ons are d�scussed- HCC prov�des a much
faster paced env�ronment w�th real l�fe cr�s�s happen�ng as the
debates happen, requ�r�ng qu�ck dec�s�on mak�ng and cr�t�cal
th�nk�ng.

 For th�s sess�on, the comm�ttee w�ll focus on the D�v�s�on of
Germany, a def�n�ng moment �n the Cold War h�story that shaped the
geopol�t�cal landscape of whole Europe. Follow�ng the defeat of Naz�
Germany �n 1945, the v�ctor�ous All�ed powers d�v�ded the country �nto
four occupat�on zones. However, grow�ng �deolog�cal tens�ons
between the Western All�es and the Sov�et Un�on led to the
emergence of two separate German states �n 1949: The Federal
Republ�c of Germany (FRG), commonly known as West Germany,
al�gned w�th Western democrat�c and cap�tal�st �deals and The
German Democrat�c Republ�c (GDR), or East Germany, under Sov�et
�nfluence and commun�st rule.

 Th�s d�v�s�on not only spl�t Germany phys�cally but also deepened the
�deolog�cal r�ft of the Cold War. The comm�ttee w�ll explore the
pol�t�cal, econom�c, and m�l�tary challenges surround�ng Germany’s
d�v�s�on and dec�de on what dec�s�ons could have been made
d�fferently. IN
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 Desp�te the wart�me all�ance, tens�ons between the US, Sov�et Un�on and Great
Br�t�an ra�sed after the war ended and leaders began to d�scuss what would happen
to Germany now and what w�ll they do. 2 post-war conferences took place, one
before the war off�c�ally ended and one after. These conferences set place for the
Cold War �n Europe.

The Yalta Conference
 In February 1945, US Pres�dent Frankl�n D. Roosevelt, Sov�et Leader Joseph Stal�n
and Br�t�sh Pr�me M�n�ster W�nston Church�ll met near Yalta, Cr�mea to d�scuss post-
war Europe. Dur�ng the Yalta Conference, the All�ed leaders agreed to d�v�de
Germany and Berl�n �nto four occupat�on zones. Wh�le Roosevelt wanted Sov�et
part�c�pat�on �n the newly establ�shed UN, Church�ll fought for free and fa�r elect�ons
�n lead�ng democrat�c reg�mes �n Europe wh�le Stal�n wanted Sov�et �nfluence on
Europe �n order to have a geopol�t�cal buffer zone between �t and the western
cap�tal�st world. The dec�s�on of a L�berated Europe was created by W�nston
Church�ll, Frankl�n D. Roosevelt, and Joseph Stal�n dur�ng the Yalta Conference. It
was a prom�se that allowed the people of Europe "to create democrat�c �nst�tut�ons
of the�r own cho�ce".

The Potsdam Conference
 After the Yalta Conference, Stal�n, Church�ll and US Pres�dent Harry Truman met �n
Potsdam, Germany �n order to d�scuss and negot�ate terms for the end of WWII. The
major �ssue dur�ng the conference was how to handle Germany. At Yalta, the Sov�ets
had pressed for heavy postwar reparat�ons from Germany, half of wh�ch would go to
the Sov�et Un�on. Wh�le Roosevelt had agreed to such demands, Truman and h�s
Secretary of State, James Byrnes, were determ�ned to m�t�gate the treatment of
Germany by allow�ng the occupy�ng nat�ons to exact reparat�ons only from the�r
own zone of occupat�on. Desp�te the numerous d�sagreements, the All�ed leaders
d�d manage to conclude some agreements at the Potsdam Conference. For
example, the s�des conf�rmed the status of a dem�l�tar�zed and d�sarmed Germany
under four zones of the All�ed occupat�ons. 

HOW GERMANY GOT DIVIDED AFTER WWII ?
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 Accord�ng to the protocol of the Conference, there was to be “a complete
d�sarmament and dem�l�tar�zat�on of Germany”; all aspects of German �ndustry that
could be ut�l�zed for m�l�tary purposes were to be d�smantled; all German m�l�tary
and param�l�tary forces were to be el�m�nated; and the product�on of all m�l�tary
hardware �n Germany was forb�dden. In add�t�on to German matters, the conference
also agreed to rev�se the Montreux Convect�on –wh�ch gave Türk�ye full control over
the Turk�sh seas-. In add�t�on, the US, Great Br�t�an and Ch�na released what's known
as the ‘‘Potsdam Declarat�on’' to threaten Japan w�th utter destruct�on �f they do not
surrender �mmed�ately (The Sov�ets d�d not s�gn the declarat�on because at the t�me
they weren’t �n an off�c�al war w�th Japan). Desp�te all th�ngs, the conference �s
mostly known for Pres�dent Truman’s conversat�on w�th Stal�n where he �nformed
the Sov�et leader that US had successfully detonated the f�rst atom�c bomb.

                           The Part�t�on of Germany �nto All�ed Occupat�on Zones 
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 In 1945, the all�es began organ�z�ng the�r zones �n Germany. Amer�cans occup�ed the
South, the Br�t�sh the West and North and the Sov�ets occup�ed central Germany. In
August 1945, the Inter-All�ed Control Counc�l was founded, and Berl�n was d�v�ded
�nto four zones and placed under the adm�n�strat�ve control of the All�ed
Kommandatura. By 1947, the grow�ng d�v�de between the Sov�et-controlled East and
the Western All�es' sectors led to tens�ons. The Marshall Plan, �ntroduced by the US
to a�d European econom�c recovery, was rejected by the Sov�ets and �ts satell�te
states. In response, the Sov�ets consol�dated the�r control over East Germany, wh�le
the Western All�es moved towards un�fy�ng the�r zones. In 1949, these tens�ons
resulted �n the off�c�al format�on of two separate German states:

 The Federal Republ�c of Germany (FRG), also known as West Germany, was
establ�shed �n May 1949, backed by the Un�ted States, the Un�ted K�ngdom, and
France. It had a democrat�c government and a cap�tal�st economy.

 The German Democrat�c Republ�c (GDR), or East Germany, was establ�shed �n
October 1949 under Sov�et �nfluence, follow�ng a soc�al�st model. 

THE OFFICIAL DIVISION OF GERMANY
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What Caused the Berl�n Blockade ?
 One of the earl�est cr�ses of the Cold War, the Berl�n Blockade, occurred when the
Sov�et Un�on attempted to force the Western All�es out of Berl�n by block�ng all land
and ra�l access to the c�ty. In response, the Western powers launched the Berl�n
A�rl�ft, supply�ng the c�ty w�th food and fuel through cont�nuous a�r del�ver�es for
nearly a year. Stal�n wanted Germany to rema�n �n �ts weak state and as a buffer
zone between �t and the Western world. they were help�ng Germans rebu�ld the�r
economy by �ntroduc�ng a new stable currency and job opportun�t�es for them. On
the 24th of June 1948 Stal�n cut all land access for the all�es, and th�s became known
as the Berl�n Blockade.

The Aftermath of Berl�n Blockade
 Berl�n could now only be accessed by a�r, result�ng �n a l�m�tat�on of freedom, food
shortage and lack of bas�c goods (l�ke fuels and med�cal suppl�es). The Berl�n
Blockade was the f�rst real test for the Amer�can pol�cy. As forc�ng the�r way �nto the
c�ty by land could have led to another war, the All�es dec�ded that the�r parts of
Berl�n would be suppl�ed by a�r. Th�s became known as the Berl�n A�rl�ft, and �t lasted
for eleven months unt�l the Blockade was l�fted �n May 1949. 

THE BERLIN BLOCKADE AND AIRLIFT
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 As �deolog�cal and econom�c d�fferences between East and West Germany formed,
a mass em�grat�on of East Germans to the West threatened the stab�l�ty of the GDR.
In 1961, the East German government, w�th Sov�ets support, constructed the Berl�n
Wall to prevent further m�grat�on.

 The d�v�s�on of Germany shaped global pol�t�cs for over four decades. It was a central
battleground of the Cold War, �nfluenc�ng m�l�tary all�ances such as NATO and the
Warsaw Pact. The German d�v�s�on also led to s�gn�f�cant econom�c d�spar�t�es
between East and West, w�th West Germany becom�ng a prosperous �ndustr�al�zed
nat�on, wh�le East Germany struggled under a centrally planned economy.

 The Marshall Plan, off�c�ally known as the European Recovery Program (ERP), was
an econom�c �n�t�at�ve launched by the Un�ted States �n 1948 to help rebu�ld war-
torn Europe after WWII. The Marshall Plan had several key goals: 1-Rebu�ld�ng
Infrastructure (The plan prov�ded essent�al f�nanc�al a�d to repa�r and modern�ze
�nfrastructure.) 2- Econom�c Stab�l�ty 3- Counter�ng Sov�et Influence (The plan a�med
to prevent the expans�on of commun�sm by strengthen�ng Western European
econom�es, offer�ng an alternat�ve for the Sov�et controlled economy).

 The Sov�et Un�on rejected the Marshall Plan and pressured Eastern European
countr�es, �nclud�ng East Germany (GDR), to do the same. Instead, the USSR
establ�shed the Molotov Plan and later the Counc�l for Mutual Econom�c Ass�stance
(COMECON) to promote econom�c cooperat�on among the commun�st states.
However, East Germany struggled econom�cally under Sov�et control, lead�ng to
w�despread d�ssat�sfact�on and eventual upr�s�ngs.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BERLIN WALL

THE MARSHALL PLAN
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 The fall of the Berl�n Wall set the stage for the reun�f�cat�on of Germany. In the wake
of mass protests, econom�c struggles, and sh�ft�ng Sov�et pol�c�es, the East German
government had collapsed. West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl presented a 10-
po�nt plan for reun�f�cat�on, advocat�ng for democrat�c reforms �n East Germany and
a gradual pol�t�cal merge.

 After months of negot�at�ons �nvolv�ng the Four All�ed Powers (US, UK, France, and
the Sov�et Un�on) and both German states, a future un�f�cat�on became clear. On
October 3, 1990, Germany was off�c�ally reun�f�ed under the Treaty on the F�nal
Settlement w�th Respect to Germany (Two Plus Four Agreement). Th�s treaty ended
the postwar occupat�on status, allowed Germany full sovere�gnty, freedom and
conf�rmed �ts ex�st�ng borders. The former East German states were merged �nto the
Federal Republ�c of Germany, and Berl�n became the cap�tal of the now un�ted
Germany. The reun�f�cat�on of Germany was a h�stor�c moment that marked the end
of Cold War d�v�s�ons �n Europe. It paved the way for Germany’s emergence as a
lead�ng econom�c and pol�t�cal power �n the 21st century. 

REUNIFICATION OF GERMANY
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Un�ted States
 Post-World War II d�plomacy faced �nnumerable challenges as the Cold War
stra�ned d�plomat�c relat�ons between the Western All�es and the Sov�et Un�on.
Germany’s surrender �n May of 1945 left the country w�thout a government or clear
borders between European nat�ons. The “B�g Three,” U.S. Pres�dent Harry Truman,
Sov�et Prem�er Joseph Stal�n, and Br�t�sh Pr�me M�n�ster W�nston Church�ll (soon
replaced by Clement Attlee) met �n Potsdam, Germany to d�scuss Germany’s future.
Result�ng negot�at�ons from the Potsdam Conference, held between July 17 and
August 2, d�v�ded Germany and Berl�n among the Un�ted States, Sov�et Un�on,
Br�ta�n, and later France. In�t�ally, these countr�es hoped relat�ons w�th Joseph Stal�n
m�ght �mprove, but �nstead, they deter�orated as an “Iron Curta�n” descended across
Eastern Europe.

 East Germany’s commun�st reg�me coveted the ent�re c�ty of Berl�n, s�nce �t lay
embedded w�th�n �ts terr�tory. In 1948, Stal�n blockaded all land and water routes
�nto West Berl�n, depr�v�ng �ts dwellers of food and fuel. Pres�dent Harry S Truman
would not “abandon Berl�n” and the Un�ted States and Br�ta�n mounted an �ntens�ve
a�rl�ft. Under the command of General Luc�us Clay, the Berl�n A�rl�ft prov�ded needed
suppl�es for more than 2 m�ll�on Berl�ners over 15 months, transport�ng 2.3 m�ll�on
tons over 277,569 total fl�ghts. Desp�te the a�rl�ft’s success, the Sov�ets cont�nued
efforts to curta�l commun�cat�on and travel.

 In June 1961, Sov�et Prem�er Khrushchev, met w�th the new and unseasoned
Pres�dent John F. Kennedy. Kennedy thought he could get the Sov�ets to make
concess�ons on allow�ng West Berl�n better access to the West, but Khruschev
�nstead threatened to support a full commun�st takeover of the ent�re c�ty. He also
declared the Sov�ets’ �ntent to s�gn a separate peace treaty w�th the East German
government.

 By the end of the meet�ng, Khrushchev sa�d to Kennedy, “We’re mov�ng forward.
You press us, that’s your problem.” Kennedy sa�d �n response, “It’s go�ng to be a very
cold w�nter.” He left the summ�t very shaken and the s�tuat�on �n West Berl�n was
more per�lous than before.

COUNTRIES POSITIONS ON THE DIVISION OF GERMANY
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 Hear�ng th�s, the number of refugees flee�ng East Germany tr�pled. The D�rector of
Rad�o �n the Amer�can Sector, Robert Lochner, later observed, “It became
�ncreas�ngly apparent that the Sov�ets had to stop the depopulat�on of East
Germany �f they were not to lose total control. 

Federal Republ�c of Germany
 West Germany �s the common Engl�sh name for the Federal Republ�c of Germany
from �ts format�on on 23 May 1949 unt�l �ts reun�f�cat�on w�th East Germany on 3
October 1990. It �s somet�mes known as the Bonn Republ�c after �ts cap�tal c�ty of
Bonn. Dur�ng the Cold War, the western port�on of Germany and the assoc�ated
terr�tory of West Berl�n were parts of the Western Bloc. West Germany was formed
as a pol�t�cal ent�ty dur�ng the All�ed occupat�on of Germany after World War II,
establ�shed from 12 states formed �n the three All�ed zones of occupat�on held by the
Un�ted States, the Un�ted K�ngdom, and France.

 At the onset of the Cold War, Europe was d�v�ded between the Western and Eastern
blocs. Germany was d�v�ded �nto the two countr�es. In�t�ally, West Germany cla�med
an exclus�ve mandate for all of Germany, represent�ng �tself as the sole
democrat�cally reorgan�sed cont�nuat�on of the 1871 1945 German Re�ch.

 Three southwestern states of West Germany merged to form Baden Württemberg
�n 1952, and the Saarland jo�ned West Germany as a state �n 1957 after �t had been
separated as the Saar Protectorate from All�ed occup�ed Germany by France (the
separat�on had been not legal as �t had not been recogn�zed by the All�ed Control
Counc�l). In add�t�on to the result�ng ten states, West Berl�n was cons�dered an
unoff�c�al de facto eleventh state. Wh�le de jure not part of West Germany, for Berl�n
was under the control of the All�ed Control Counc�l(ACC), West Berl�n pol�t�cally
al�gned �tself w�th West Germany and was d�rectly or �nd�rectly represented �n �ts
federal �nst�tut�ons.

 The foundat�on for the �nfluent�al pos�t�on held by Germany today was la�d dur�ng
the econom�c m�racle of the 1950s (W�rtschaftswunder), when West Germany rose
from the enormous destruct�on wrought by World War II to become the world's
second-largest economy. The f�rst chancellor Konrad Adenauer, who rema�ned �n
off�ce unt�l 1963, worked for a full al�gnment w�th the NATO rather than neutral�ty,
and secured membersh�p �n the m�l�tary all�ance. Adenauer was also a proponent of
agreements that developed �nto the present-day European Un�on. When the G6 was
establ�shed �n 1975, there was no ser�ous debate as to whether West Germany would
become a member.
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 Follow�ng the collapse of the Eastern Bloc, symbol�zed by the open�ng of the Berl�n
Wall, both states took act�on to ach�eve German reun�f�cat�on. East Germany voted
to d�ssolve and accede to the Federal Republ�c of Germany �n 1990. The f�ve post-war
states(Länder) were reconst�tuted, along w�th the reun�ted , wh�ch ended �ts spec�al
status and formed an add�t�onal Land. They formally jo�ned the federal republ�c on 3
October 1990, ra�s�ng the total number of states from ten to s�xteen, and end�ng the
d�v�s�on of Germany. The reun�ted Germany �s the d�rect cont�nuat�on of the state
prev�ously �nformally called West Germany and not a new state, as the process was
essent�ally a voluntary act of access�on: the Federal Republ�c of Germany was
enlarged to �nclude the add�t�onal s�x states of the German Democrat�c Republ�c.
The expanded Federal Republ�c reta�ned West Germany's pol�t�cal culture and
cont�nued �ts ex�st�ng membersh�ps �n �nternat�onal organ�zat�ons, as well as �ts
Western fore�gn pol�cy al�gnment and aff�l�at�on to Western all�ances such as the
Un�ted Nat�ons, NATO, OECD, and the European Econom�c Commun�ty.

German Democrat�c Republ�c
 East Germany was a country �n Central Europe from �ts format�on on 7 October 1949
unt�l �ts reun�f�cat�on w�th West Germany (FRG) on 3 October 1990. Unt�l 1989, �t was
generally v�ewed as a commun�st state and descr�bed �tself as a soc�al�st "workers'
and peasants' state". The economy of the country was centrally planned and state-
owned. Although the GDR had to pay substant�al war reparat�ons to the Sov�ets, �ts
economy became the most successful �n the Eastern Bloc.

 Before �ts establ�shment, the country's terr�tory was adm�n�stered and occup�ed by
Sov�et forces follow�ng the Berl�n Declarat�on abol�sh�ng German sovere�gnty �n
World War II. The Potsdam Agreement establ�shed the Sov�et-occup�ed zone,
bounded on the east by the Oder–Ne�ße l�ne. The GDR was dom�nated by the
Soc�al�st Un�ty Party of Germany (SED), a commun�st party, before be�ng
democrat�zed and l�beral�zed �n 1989 as a result of the pressure aga�nst commun�st
governments brought by the revolut�ons of 1989. Th�s paved the way for East
Germany's reun�f�cat�on w�th West Germany. Unl�ke the government of West
Germany, the SED d�d not see �ts state as the successor to the German Re�ch (1871–
1945). In 1974, �t abol�shed the goal of un�f�cat�on �n the const�tut�on. The SED-ruled
GDR was often descr�bed as a Sov�et satell�te state; h�stor�ans descr�bed �t as an
author�tar�an reg�me. 
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 Geograph�cally the GDR bordered the Balt�c Sea to the north, Poland to the east,
Czechoslovak�a to the southeast, and West Germany to the southwest and west.
Internally, the GDR bordered East Berl�n, the Sov�et sector of All�ed-occup�ed Berl�n,
wh�ch was also adm�n�stered as the country's de facto cap�tal. It also bordered the
three sectors occup�ed by the Un�ted States, Un�ted K�ngdom, and France, known
collect�vely as West Berl�n (de facto part of the FRG). Em�grat�on to the West was a
s�gn�f�cant problem; as many em�grants were well-educated young people, th�s
em�grat�on econom�cally weakened the state. In response, the GDR government
fort�f�ed �ts �nner German border and later bu�lt the Berl�n Wall �n 1961.Many people
attempt�ng to flee were k�lled by border guards or booby traps such as landm�nes.

 In 1989 numerous soc�al, econom�c, and pol�t�cal forces �n the GDR and abroad – one
of the most notable be�ng peaceful protests start�ng �n the c�ty of Le�pz�g – led to the
fall of the Berl�n Wall and the establ�shment of a government comm�tted to
l�beral�zat�on. The follow�ng year, a free and fa�r elect�on was held �n the country, and
�nternat�onal negot�at�ons between the four former All�ed countr�es and the two
German states commenced. The negot�at�ons led to the s�gn�ng of the F�nal
Settlement treaty, wh�ch replaced the Potsdam Agreement on the status and
borders of a future, reun�ted Germany. The GDR ceased to ex�st when �ts f�ve states
("Länder") jo�ned the Federal Republ�c of Germany under Art�cle 23 of the Bas�c Law,
and �ts cap�tal East Berl�n un�ted w�th West Berl�n on 3 October 1990. Several of the
GDR's leaders, notably �ts last commun�st leader Egon Krenz, were later prosecuted
for offenses comm�tted dur�ng the GDR era. 

France
 France, a powerful occupant of Germany after 1945, d�strusted German adults,
cons�der�ng them to be too marked by the Naz� �deology. They had more fa�th �n the
young, hop�ng to w�n them over to the cause of democracy and European co
operat�on. Franco-German youth encounters began from 1946; the f�rst tw�nn�ng
was concluded �n 1950.

 The �dea of a Franco-German federat�on was a proposed merger between France
and Germany after the end of World War II. The �dea was promoted by French
pol�t�c�an Robert Schuman �n h�s declarat�on on May 9, 1950, wh�ch �s now celebrated
as Europe Day. The a�m of the proposal was to create a last�ng peace between the
two countr�es and to promote econom�c co-operat�on. 
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 The Franco-German federat�on proposal env�s�oned a common government,
currency, and m�l�tary. It also sought to establ�sh a European Coal and Steel
Commun�ty (ECSC), wh�ch would �ntegrate the coal and steel �ndustr�es of France
and Germany. The ECSC was created �n 1952 and was the f�rst step toward the
creat�on of the European Un�on. Earl�er �n 1948, there were s�gn�f�cant key leaders �n
the French c�v�l serv�ce who favored an agreement w�th the Germans as well as an
�ntegrated Europe that would �nclude Germany. The French European Department
was work�ng on a coal and steel agreement for the Ruhr-Lorra�ne Luxembourg area,
w�th equal r�ghts for all. One French c�v�l servant recommended 'lay�ng down the
bases of a Franco-German econom�c and pol�t�cal assoc�at�on that would slowly
become �ntegrated �nto the framework of the evolv�ng Western organ�zat�on'.
De�ghton strongly �llustrated that the French leaders sought the cooperat�on w�th
the Germans as key factor on the path of �ntegrated Europe. On a more pract�cal
level the �ncreased level of cooperat�on between West Germany and France were
dr�ven by de Gaulle’s des�re to bu�ld a power bloc �ndependently of the US, wh�le
Adenauer sought a fast �ntegrat�on �nto the western structures to rece�ve full r�ghts
for the st�ll occup�ed West German state as well as protect�on aga�nst the Sov�et
threat. The �ssue of dependency on the USA rema�ned a sore spot at least for as long
as DeGaulle rema�ned �n off�ce (e.g. the West German parl�ament �ncluded a pro-
NATO preamble �nto the Élysée Treaty, wh�ch caused cons�derable consternat�on
w�th the French government). However, the�r shared �nterest �n �ncreased
cooperat�on st�ll ex�sted and was also dr�ven by strong support �n the respect�ve c�v�l
soc�ety, as �t was seen as the best solut�on to prevent further bloodshed between the
two nat�ons.

 The Un�on of Sov�et Soc�al�st Republ�cs (USSR) was formally establ�shed as a state �n
1922. The Sov�et Un�on—as �t �s often called—was a commun�st d�ctatorsh�p based �n
Moscow. Dur�ng World War II, the USSR was ruled by d�ctator Josef Stal�n. 
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Sov�et Un�on
 The Sov�et Un�on was the result of the collapse of the Russ�an Emp�re and of the
Russ�an C�v�l War (1917–1922). In February 1917, a popular revolut�on ousted the
Russ�an tsar. The �mper�al reg�me was replaced w�th a prov�s�onal government. Th�s
revolut�on was followed by a coup that fall �n wh�ch Vlad�m�r Len�n and the Bolshev�k
Party se�zed power. In 1918, the Bolshev�k Party was renamed the Commun�st Party.
The Bolshev�k coup led to a c�v�l war that resulted �n Commun�st control over most
of the former Russ�an Emp�re. Sov�et terr�tory �ncluded the countr�es of Russ�a,
Ukra�ne, and Belarus (Beloruss�a), among others.

 In preparat�on for the war of ann�h�lat�on, off�c�als of the Army H�gh and the Re�ch
Secur�ty Ma�n Off�ce negot�ated arrangements for the deployment of SS
E�nsatzgruppen to conduct mass shoot�ngs of Jews, Commun�sts, and other persons
deemed to be dangerous to the establ�shment of long-term German rule on Sov�et
terr�tory. E�nsatzgruppen were spec�al task forces of the Secur�ty Pol�ce and the
Secur�ty Serv�ce . Often referred to as "mob�le k�ll�ng un�ts," they operated
�mmed�ately beh�nd the front l�nes. Together w�th other un�ts of the SS and pol�ce,
and supported by the Wehrmacht and local aux�l�ar�es, the E�nsatzgruppen shot to
death well over half a m�ll�on c�v�l�ans by the end of 1941. Jew�sh men, women, and
ch�ldren made up the vast major�ty of the v�ct�ms. The systemat�c mass murder of
Jews dur�ng the �nvas�on of the Sov�et Un�on marked the beg�nn�ng of Naz�
Germany’s “F�nal Solut�on” pol�cy of ann�h�lat�ng the Jews �n Europe.

 Germany’s “F�nal Solut�on” pol�cy of ann�h�lat�ng the Jews �n Europe. Germany’s
ann�h�lat�on pol�c�es �ncluded Sov�et sold�ers who had surrendered. The Wehrmacht
enclosed m�ll�ons of Sov�et POWs �n make sh�ft camps w�th l�ttle or no shelter, food,
or water. Starvat�on and ep�dem�cs qu�ckly took the�r toll. The Wehrmacht also
turned over hundreds of thousands of Sov�et POWs to the SS. The SS executed the
Sov�et POWs or worked them to death �n concentrat�on camps. By February 1942,
less than e�ght months after the start of the �nvas�on, two m�ll�on Sov�et sold�ers had
d�ed �n German capt�v�ty.

 In m�d Apr�l 1945, the Sov�et army ga�ned the�r f�nal v�ctory aga�nst the Naz�’s. On
Apr�l 30, 1945 H�tler comm�tted su�c�de and Berl�n surrendered to Sov�et forces. 
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Poland
 After the Yalta Conference Poland was granted German-populated terr�tor�es �n
Pomeran�a, S�les�a, and Brandenburg east of the Oder–Ne�sse l�ne, �nclud�ng the
southern half of East Pruss�a. These were conf�rmed, pend�ng a f�nal peace
conference w�th Germany, at the Tr�part�te Conference of Berl�n, otherw�se known as
the Potsdam Conference �n August 1945 after the end of the war �n Europe. The
Potsdam Agreement also sanct�oned the transfer of the German populat�on out of
the acqu�red terr�tor�es. Stal�n was determ�ned that Poland's new commun�st
government would become h�s tool towards mak�ng Poland a satell�te state l�ke
other countr�es �n Central and Eastern Europe. He had severed relat�ons w�th the
Pol�sh government-�n-ex�le �n London �n 1943, but to appease Roosevelt and
Church�ll he agreed at Yalta that a coal�t�on government would be formed. The
Prov�s�onal Government of Nat�onal Un�ty was establ�shed �n June 1946 w�th the
commun�sts hold�ng a major�ty of key posts, and w�th Sov�et support they soon
ga�ned almost total control of the country. 

Italy
 Dur�ng the Berl�n cr�s�s, and �n part�cular �n the per�od �mmed�ately before the
construct�on of the Wall, Ital�an fore�gn pol�cy d�splayed a strong penchant for
med�at�on and a d�st�nct w�ll�ngness to comprom�se. Th�s att�tude was �nfluenced by
several factors, the f�rst and foremost of wh�ch was probably the des�re to play a role
�n what was seen as a cruc�al turn �n Europe’s post-war h�story, when the future of
Germany and of the whole cont�nent was to be dec�ded and a rash dec�s�on m�ght
prec�p�tate a dramat�c confrontat�on between the blocs. Trad�t�onal nat�onal
sens�t�v�t�es to any exclus�on from the ‘rul�ng c�rcles’ of the �nternat�onal system also
enhanced the Ital�an government’s des�re to be consulted by �ts all�es about a
poss�ble settlement of the German quest�on, wh�ch would otherw�se be shaped
w�thout tak�ng �nto account Ital�an �nterests.

 The other cruc�al component of Ital�an fore�gn pol�cy between 1958 and 1961 was a
complex m�xture of econom�c repercuss�ons. Italy wanted to take advantage of the
s�tuat�on for �ts own �ndustr�al product�ons. 
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Netherlands
 The Cold War caused qu�te some fear �n the Netherlands. Maybe not r�ght after the
end of the Second World War when the Dutch populat�on was preoccup�ed w�th
rebu�ld�ng the country after f�ve years of devastat�on. Poverty was the ma�n enemy
�n these f�rst years, and the fear of a rev�v�ng Germany. However, after the Berl�n
Blockade �n 1948 and the overthrow of the Czechoslovak�an government by the
Sov�ets �n the same year, the fear of the Commun�st enemy grew. The callous crush
of the Budapest upr�s�ng revealed the ser�ousness of the em�nent threats upon the
Netherlands. Dutch fore�gn pol�cy dangled between protect�ng �ts �nterests �n the�r
d�sengag�ng colon�es and defend�ng aga�nst new threats. The Dutch found the
Un�ted States aga�nst them wh�le �t was f�nd�ng a new relat�onsh�p w�th �ts former
colon�es. At the same t�me they underest�mated the �nd�spensab�l�ty of the Un�ted
States as a leader of the Western bloc. 

Japan
 The all�ance between Naz� Germany and Imper�al Japan was both cause and effect
of the worldw�de pol�t�cal and econom�c cr�s�s of the 1930s, as the far-r�ght
governments of the two nat�ons felt �ncreas�ngly emboldened to defy and
destab�l�ze the �nternat�onal system. The deepen�ng of the Great Depress�on,
heretofore the most severe downturn �n the h�story of cap�tal�sm, fac�l�tated H�tler’s
r�se to power �n Germany and the ascent of ultra-nat�onal�sts �n Shōwa Japan. 

Yugoslav�a
 Yugoslav�a—the land of South (�.e. Yugo) Slavs—was created at the end of World
War I when Croat, Sloven�an, and Bosn�an terr�tor�es that had been part of the
Austro-Hungar�an Emp�re un�ted w�th the Serb�an K�ngdom. The country broke up
under Naz� occupat�on dur�ng World War II w�th the creat�on of a Naz�-all�ed
�ndependent Croat state, but was reun�f�ed at the end of the war when the
commun�st-dom�nated part�san force of Jos�p Broz T�to l�berated the country.
Follow�ng the end of World War II, Yugoslav�an un�ty was a top pr�or�ty for the U.S.
Government. Wh�le ostens�bly a commun�st state, Yugoslav�a broke away from the
Sov�et sphere of �nfluence �n 1948, became a found�ng member of the Non-Al�gned
Movement �n 1961, and adopted a more de-central�zed and less repress�ve form of
government as compared w�th other East European commun�st states dur�ng the
Cold War.
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Türk�ye
 After the Second World War, Turkey ma�nta�ned a caut�ous and pragmat�c stance �n
the part�t�on�ng of Germany, wh�ch was d�v�ded �nto East and West as part of the
post-war settlement. At the t�me, Turkey was focused on �ts own secur�ty and
terr�tor�al �ntegr�ty, and �t sought to strengthen �ts pos�t�on �n the �nternat�onal order.
As a NATO member s�nce 1952, Turkey al�gned �tself w�th the Western bloc,
support�ng the d�v�s�on of Germany as a necessary strategy to conta�n Sov�et
expans�on �n Europe. Wh�le Turkey d�d not have d�rect �nfluence on the dec�s�ons
regard�ng the part�t�on of Germany, �t closely followed the developments,
understand�ng that the outcome of the d�v�s�on would have broader �mpl�cat�ons for
the balance of power �n Europe. Turkey's fore�gn pol�cy was pr�mar�ly concerned
w�th ma�nta�n�ng good relat�ons w�th the Western powers, espec�ally the Un�ted
States, wh�le caut�ously engag�ng w�th the Sov�et Un�on to avo�d provok�ng tens�ons
on �ts borders. The part�t�on�ng of Germany also re�nforced Turkey's pos�t�on �n the
Cold War context, as �t sought to strengthen �ts all�ances and ensure �ts secur�ty
am�d the emerg�ng East-West d�v�de.

Austr�a
 After the Second World War, Austr�a's standpo�nt on the part�t�on�ng of Germany
was shaped by �ts own pos�t�on as a neutral country and �ts h�stor�cal t�es to
Germany. Follow�ng the war, Austr�a was �n�t�ally treated as part of Germany �n the
eyes of the All�es due to �ts Naz� past, though Austr�a was restored to �ts status as an
�ndependent state by the Austr�an State Treaty �n 1955. The d�v�s�on of Germany �nto
East and West had a s�gn�f�cant �mpact on Austr�a, wh�ch found �tself s�tuated
between the two superpowers: the Sov�et-controlled Eastern bloc and the Western
All�ed forces. Austr�a, though not d�rectly �nvolved �n the part�t�on�ng, was heav�ly
�nfluenced by the developments �n Germany, as �t sought to ma�nta�n �ts neutral�ty
and avo�d becom�ng a frontl�ne state �n the Cold War. Austr�an leaders were
generally support�ve of the d�v�s�on of Germany, as �t prov�ded a buffer zone between
the Western and Eastern blocs. However, Austr�a's ma�n concern was �ts own
sovere�gnty and the protect�on of �ts newly rega�ned �ndependence, as �t had no
des�re to be caught �n the m�ddle of the Cold War confl�ct. Austr�a’s focus was
pr�mar�ly on rebu�ld�ng �ts own nat�on and ma�nta�n�ng �ts neutral stance �n the
�ncreas�ngly polar�zed European landscape. 
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Bulgar�a
 Bulgar�a's standpo�nt on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War
was largely shaped by �ts al�gnment w�th the Sov�et Un�on and �ts role w�th�n the
Eastern Bloc. As a commun�st state under Sov�et �nfluence, Bulgar�a supported the
Sov�et pos�t�on on the d�v�s�on of Germany, wh�ch was seen as a key aspect of the
broader struggle between the cap�tal�st West and the soc�al�st East dur�ng the early
years of the Cold War. Bulgar�a, as part of the Sov�et-led Eastern Bloc, was al�gned
w�th the creat�on of the German Democrat�c Republ�c (East Germany) �n 1949,
v�ew�ng �t as a soc�al�st ally �n the f�ght aga�nst Western �mper�al�sm. The Bulgar�an
government, under the �nfluence of Moscow, endorsed the d�v�s�on as a means of
prevent�ng a resurgent, un�ted Germany that could threaten the Sov�et sphere of
�nfluence �n Eastern Europe. Bulgar�a’s own exper�ences w�th German occupat�on
dur�ng the war and the subsequent Sov�et occupat�on pos�t�oned �t to support the
part�t�on, bel�ev�ng that the d�v�s�on would help secure the stab�l�ty of Eastern
Europe and sol�d�fy Sov�et dom�nance �n the reg�on. Bulgar�a’s role �n the part�t�on of
Germany was largely pass�ve, however, as �t followed the d�rect�ves of the Sov�et
Un�on w�thout d�rect �nvolvement �n the negot�at�on process. 

Un�ted K�ngdom
 The Un�ted K�ngdom’s standpo�nt �n the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second
World War was shaped by �ts broader geopol�t�cal concerns and �ts des�re to ensure
both European stab�l�ty and the prevent�on of future German m�l�tar�sm. In the
�mmed�ate aftermath of the war, the UK, along w�th the Un�ted States and France,
�n�t�ally favored a un�f�ed, democrat�c Germany as a means to help restore balance �n
Europe and promote econom�c recovery. The Br�t�sh government, led by W�nston
Church�ll and later Clement Attlee, bel�eved that a strong and prosperous Germany,
�ntegrated �nto the Western European fold, could serve as a stab�l�z�ng force �n
Europe. However, as tens�ons w�th the Sov�et Un�on escalated and the Cold War
began to take shape, the UK’s pos�t�on evolved, and �t became �ncreas�ngly
support�ve of the d�v�s�on of Germany. Th�s sh�ft was partly due to the grow�ng
real�zat�on that the USSR, under Joseph Stal�n, had very d�fferent plans for Germany,
part�cularly East Germany, wh�ch was to be �ncorporated �nto the Sov�et sphere of
�nfluence.
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 The UK, along w�th �ts Western all�es, sought to secure the Western zone of
Germany and ensure that �t would not fall under commun�st control. The format�on
of the Federal Republ�c of Germany (West Germany) �n 1949, supported by the
Western powers, was v�ewed by the UK as cruc�al for ma�nta�n�ng a strong,
democrat�c Germany that could act as a buffer aga�nst Sov�et expans�on �n Europe.
The UK's part�c�pat�on �n the establ�shment of West Germany, however, was not
w�thout �ts concerns. Br�t�sh pol�cymakers were wary of provok�ng the USSR, wh�ch
controlled the Sov�et zone of Germany, and thus sought to avo�d d�rect m�l�tary
confrontat�on. The UK also had to balance �ts pos�t�on w�th�n the broader context of
the emerg�ng Cold War, work�ng closely w�th the Un�ted States and other Western
nat�ons to conta�n Sov�et �nfluence. The UK's role �n the part�t�on of Germany was,
therefore, a del�cate act of support�ng the recovery of the Western zone,
encourag�ng econom�c cooperat�on, and s�multaneously nav�gat�ng the complex
geopol�t�cal real�t�es of the early Cold War. 

Vat�can C�ty
 Vat�can C�ty's perspect�ve on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World
War was �nfluenced by �ts pos�t�on as a rel�g�ous and d�plomat�c author�ty, focused
on promot�ng peace and uphold�ng moral values. The Vat�can, led by Pope P�us XII
dur�ng the post-war per�od, was concerned w�th the aftermath of the war and �ts
�mpact on Europe’s stab�l�ty, part�cularly �n the context of the r�se of commun�sm
and the d�v�s�on of Germany. The Vat�can had a vested �nterest �n the fate of
Germany, g�ven the s�gn�f�cant Cathol�c populat�on �n both East and West Germany.
Wh�le the Holy See d�d not d�rectly �ntervene �n the pol�t�cal dec�s�ons surround�ng
Germany's d�v�s�on, �t emphas�zed the �mportance of reconc�l�at�on, peace, and the
protect�on of human d�gn�ty. The Vat�can was caut�ous about the grow�ng
�deolog�cal d�v�de between the Western cap�tal�st powers and the Eastern
commun�st bloc, v�ew�ng the spread of commun�sm �n Eastern Europe w�th
concern, part�cularly as �t often led to the suppress�on of rel�g�ous freedoms. At the
same t�me, the Vat�can supported the rebu�ld�ng of Germany, hop�ng that a
peaceful settlement would lead to a un�ted and democrat�c Europe. However, �ts
pr�mary focus rema�ned on ensur�ng rel�g�ous freedom and the preservat�on of the
Church’s �nfluence �n both the East and West, part�cularly �n l�ght of the r�se of
commun�st. 
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Belg�um
 Belg�um’s perspect�ve on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War
was shaped by �ts pos�t�on w�th�n Western Europe and �ts al�gnment w�th the Un�ted
States and the other Western All�es. As a found�ng member of NATO and a country
deeply affected by both World Wars, Belg�um was pr�mar�ly concerned w�th
ensur�ng the stab�l�ty and secur�ty of Europe �n the post-war order. Belg�um
supported the d�v�s�on of Germany as a way to prevent future German m�l�tar�sm
and to ensure that the country would not aga�n pose a threat to �ts ne�ghbors.
Belg�um was part�cularly �nterested �n ma�nta�n�ng a strong Western bloc that could
counter the grow�ng �nfluence of the Sov�et Un�on �n Eastern Europe. The Belg�an
government, wh�le not d�rectly �nvolved �n the negot�at�ons surround�ng the
part�t�on, was an advocate for the creat�on of a stable, democrat�c West Germany,
wh�ch �t saw as cruc�al for European �ntegrat�on and recovery. Belg�um also
expressed concerns about the future of �ts own secur�ty, as �t was located between
the Western and Sov�et spheres of �nfluence, and hoped that the d�v�s�on of
Germany would help secure the Western European secur�ty arch�tecture. Belg�um's
role �n the post-war settlement was largely d�plomat�c, as �t worked closely w�th �ts
Western all�es to ensure that the part�t�on would contr�bute to a stable and peaceful
Europe. 

Czechslovak�a
 Czechoslovak�a’s v�ew on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War
was strongly �nfluenced by �ts pos�t�on as a Sov�et-al�gned state and �ts h�stor�cal
exper�ences w�th Germany. As a country that had suffered under Naz� occupat�on
and had been a v�ct�m of German aggress�on, Czechoslovak�a was deeply �nvested �n
ensur�ng that Germany would never aga�n pose a m�l�tary threat to �ts sovere�gnty.
Follow�ng the war, Czechoslovak�a supported the d�v�s�on of Germany as a means of
both pun�sh�ng Germany for �ts wart�me act�ons and prevent�ng �ts future
resurgence as a m�l�tary power. The Czechoslovak government, under commun�st
�nfluence after 1948, backed the creat�on of the German Democrat�c Republ�c (East
Germany) and supported the Sov�et Un�on’s approach to Germany’s part�t�on.
Czechoslovak�a also expressed concerns about the fate of the Sudeten Germans,
many of whom had been expelled from Czechoslovak�a after the war, and advocated
for the protect�on of �ts borders and the removal of any German �nfluence �n the
reg�on. The part�t�on�ng of Germany al�gned w�th Czechoslovak�a's �nterests �n
secur�ng Sov�et-backed stab�l�ty �n Central Europe. However, Czechoslovak�a’s role �n
the part�t�on process was largely pass�ve, as �t was more concerned w�th �ts own
post-war recovery and �ts pos�t�on w�th�n the Eastern Bloc. 
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Canada
 Canada’s stance on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War was
�nfluenced by �ts pos�t�on as a key member of the Western All�es and �ts
comm�tment to ensur�ng European stab�l�ty and promot�ng democrat�c values. As a
member of the Br�t�sh Commonwealth and a key member of the All�ed forces
dur�ng the war, Canada played an �mportant role �n shap�ng the post-war order.
Canada supported the d�v�s�on of Germany as a means of prevent�ng the resurgence
of German m�l�tar�sm, wh�ch had been a major threat to Europe �n both World Wars.
The Canad�an government, under Pr�me M�n�ster Mackenz�e K�ng and later Lou�s St.
Laurent, favored the creat�on of a democrat�c West Germany, wh�ch they saw as v�tal
for the secur�ty and recovery of Europe. Canada was part�cularly concerned about
the spread of Sov�et �nfluence �n Eastern Europe and v�ewed the part�t�on as a way to
ensure a stable and democrat�c Western Europe. Although Canada d�d not d�rectly
part�c�pate �n the negot�at�ons that led to the d�v�s�on of Germany, �t was a strong
supporter of the Western powers’ approach to Germany’s post-war reconstruct�on.
Canada’s �nvolvement �n NATO, wh�ch was establ�shed �n 1949, further underscored
�ts comm�tment to the d�v�s�on, as the all�ance sought to protect Western Europe
from Sov�et expans�on. 

Alban�a
 Alban�a’s pos�t�on on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War was
heav�ly �nfluenced by �ts al�gnment w�th the Sov�et Un�on and �ts Marx�st-Len�n�st
government. Under the leadersh�p of Enver Hoxha, Alban�a became a staunch ally of
the USSR, and �ts fore�gn pol�cy closely m�rrored Sov�et �nterests dur�ng the early
years of the Cold War. Alban�a supported the d�v�s�on of Germany as part of the
broader Sov�et strategy to weaken Western �nfluence �n Europe and expand
commun�st control. The Alban�an government v�ewed the d�v�s�on as a necessary
step to ensure the spread of soc�al�sm �n Eastern Europe, part�cularly through the
establ�shment of the German Democrat�c Republ�c (East Germany), wh�ch was
al�gned w�th Sov�et commun�sm. Wh�le Alban�a had no d�rect role �n the
negot�at�ons regard�ng Germany's part�t�on, �t endorsed the creat�on of a soc�al�st
East Germany as a counterbalance to the cap�tal�st West. Alban�a’s concern w�th the
part�t�on of Germany was less about the spec�f�c deta�ls of the d�v�s�on and more
about al�gn�ng w�th the Sov�et bloc’s efforts to reshape Europe along �deolog�cal
l�nes. Alban�a's support for the d�v�s�on of Germany was part of �ts broader support
for the Eastern bloc and �ts comm�tment to combat�ng Western �mper�al�sm.  
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Norway
 Norway’s pos�t�on on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War was
shaped by �ts role w�th�n the Western all�ance and �ts focus on ensur�ng stab�l�ty and
secur�ty �n Europe. As a found�ng member of NATO �n 1949, Norway was comm�tted
to the defense of Western Europe aga�nst the spread of Sov�et �nfluence. Wh�le
Norway was not d�rectly �nvolved �n the negot�at�ons concern�ng the part�t�on of
Germany, �t strongly supported the d�v�s�on as a means to prevent the resurgence of
German m�l�tar�sm and to secure the peace and secur�ty of the reg�on. Norway, l�ke
other Western nat�ons, v�ewed the creat�on of West Germany as an essent�al step
toward rebu�ld�ng a democrat�c and stable Europe, wh�ch would be al�gned w�th the
cap�tal�st West. At the same t�me, Norway was concerned about the grow�ng Sov�et
�nfluence �n Eastern Europe and saw the d�v�s�on of Germany as a way to l�m�t the
expans�on of commun�sm. Norway’s approach reflected a des�re for a strong
Western bloc that could balance the power of the Sov�et Un�on and ensure the
secur�ty of Northern Europe. Wh�le Norway was not a key player �n the spec�f�c
dec�s�ons regard�ng the part�t�on, �t supported the broader Western pol�cy and �ts
role �n the emerg�ng Cold War dynam�cs. 

Denmark
 Denmark’s pos�t�on was �nfluenced by �ts strateg�c �nterests w�th�n the context of
the emerg�ng Cold War and �ts close t�es w�th the Western All�es. As a ne�ghbor�ng
country to Germany and a member of the Western bloc, Denmark was h�ghly
concerned w�th the secur�ty �mpl�cat�ons of a d�v�ded Germany. Denmark supported
the d�v�s�on of Germany as a means to ensure that German m�l�tar�sm could not
threaten Europe aga�n, hav�ng exper�enced German occupat�on dur�ng the war. L�ke
many other Western nat�ons, Denmark backed the creat�on of a democrat�c and
stable West Germany as a key element �n rebu�ld�ng Europe and prevent�ng the
spread of Sov�et �nfluence. Denmark, a found�ng member of the North Atlant�c
Treaty Organ�zat�on (NATO), bel�eved that the part�t�on was essent�al to
safeguard�ng the reg�on from Sov�et expans�on. Wh�le Denmark was not d�rectly
�nvolved �n the negot�at�ons that led to the d�v�s�on, �t v�ewed the part�t�on as a
necessary step to secur�ng peace and stab�l�ty �n Europe. Furthermore, Denmark’s
prox�m�ty to Germany meant that �t had a vested �nterest �n ensur�ng that the post-
war settlement prevented the poss�b�l�ty of future confl�cts.  
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Ch�na
 After the Second World War, the People's Republ�c of Ch�na (PRC), under
Cha�rman Mao Zedong, was pr�mar�ly concerned w�th consol�dat�ng power
follow�ng the Ch�nese C�v�l War and establ�sh�ng �ts commun�st government.
Wh�le Ch�na's focus was predom�nantly on �nternal �ssues, the PRC was deeply
al�gned w�th the Sov�et Un�on and �ts �deolog�cal stance, wh�ch �nfluenced �ts
v�ews on the part�t�on�ng of Germany. Although Ch�na d�d not have a d�rect
role �n the negot�at�ons surround�ng the d�v�s�on of Germany, �t supported the
Sov�et approach, as �t was al�gned w�th the broader geopol�t�cal struggle of
the Cold War. The PRC v�ewed the part�t�on of Germany as part of the global
struggle between soc�al�sm, led by the Sov�et Un�on, and cap�tal�st powers,
espec�ally the Un�ted States and �ts Western all�es. Ch�na saw the creat�on of
East Germany (German Democrat�c Republ�c) as a v�ctory for soc�al�sm and an
�mportant step �n the weaken�ng of Western �mper�al�sm and cap�tal�st
�nfluence �n Europe.

 The PRC's fore�gn pol�cy dur�ng th�s per�od emphas�zed sol�dar�ty w�th other
soc�al�st states, part�cularly �n the face of the �ncreas�ng dom�nance of
cap�tal�st powers. Ch�na also recogn�zed the d�v�s�on of Germany as a means
of prevent�ng the resurgence of German m�l�tar�sm, wh�ch had been a
s�gn�f�cant threat to Ch�na’s own nat�onal secur�ty �n the past. The PRC, st�ll a
relat�vely new power �n the global arena, bel�eved that the creat�on of a
soc�al�st East Germany under Sov�et �nfluence would help to strengthen the
pos�t�on of commun�st forces �n Europe. Though Ch�na was focused more on
�ts domest�c affa�rs and the consol�dat�on of �ts reg�me, �ts support for the
d�v�s�on of Germany reflected �ts broader comm�tment to the soc�al�st cause
and �ts al�gnment w�th the Sov�et Un�on. The PRC hoped that the part�t�on
would contr�bute to the weaken�ng of the Western cap�tal�st powers and
foster the spread of soc�al�sm �n Europe and beyond. 
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Norway
 Ind�a’s standpo�nt on the part�t�on�ng of Germany after the Second World War was
pr�mar�ly shaped by �ts own emerg�ng status as an �ndependent nat�on and �ts focus
on ant�-colon�al�sm and non-al�gnment �n the �nternat�onal arena. At the t�me, Ind�a
had just ga�ned �ndependence from Br�t�sh rule �n 1947 and was keen to assert �ts
sovere�gnty and pursue a fore�gn pol�cy that was �ndependent of the major Western
powers and the Sov�et Un�on. Ind�a, under Pr�me M�n�ster Jawaharlal Nehru, was not
d�rectly �nvolved �n the post-war d�scuss�ons concern�ng the d�v�s�on of Germany.
However, Ind�a’s stance reflected �ts broader �deolog�cal comm�tments to peace,
democracy, and the pr�nc�ple of self determ�nat�on. Ind�a was sympathet�c to the
�dea of a un�f�ed Germany, but �t was more concerned w�th the broader �mpl�cat�ons
of the Cold War and the consequences of d�v�d�ng countr�es along �deolog�cal l�nes.
Ind�a, wh�ch had exper�enced colon�al oppress�on, was cr�t�cal of any form of
dom�nat�on or �mper�al�sm and thus expressed concerns about the d�v�s�on of
Germany potent�ally lead�ng to new power struggles �n Europe.

 Ind�a, as part of the larger non-al�gned movement, d�d not al�gn �tself str�ctly w�th
e�ther the Western powers or the Sov�et Un�on �n the context of the part�t�on.
Nehru’s government advocated for a peaceful world order and hoped that the post-
war settlement, �nclud�ng Germany's d�v�s�on, would lead to stab�l�ty and
cooperat�on rather than further confl�ct. Ind�a's ma�n focus was on �ts own
development and �ts role �n promot�ng peace and cooperat�on among newly
�ndependent countr�es �n As�a and Afr�ca. Wh�le Ind�a d�d not have d�rect
�nvolvement �n the part�t�on process, �ts pos�t�on was shaped by a des�re to avo�d
be�ng drawn �nto the Cold War r�valry between the Un�ted States and the Sov�et
Un�on and to support the peaceful reconstruct�on of Europe w�thout exacerbat�ng
tens�ons. 

Denmark
 The fall of the Berl�n Wall had a major awaken�ng �n many commun�sst countr�es �n
Europe. One of them �s Roman�a. Wh�ch had the Roman�an Revolut�on.

 The Roman�an revolut�on was a per�od of v�olent c�v�l unrest �n Roman�a dur�ng
December 1989 as a part of the revolut�ons of 1989 that occurred �n several countr�es
around the world, pr�mar�ly w�th�n the Eastern Bloc. 
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Greece
 Greece, emerg�ng from the devastat�on of World War II and embro�led �n a brutal
c�v�l war (1946-1949) between commun�st and monarch�st forces, v�ewed the d�v�s�on
of Germany through the lens of �ts own �deolog�cal struggle. As a staunchly ant�-
commun�st state backed by the Western All�es, part�cularly the Un�ted States
through the Truman Doctr�ne, Greece al�gned �tself w�th the Western bloc �n the
emerg�ng Cold War. The Greek government feared that a strong, Sov�et-�nfluenced
East Germany could bolster commun�st movements across Europe, �nclud�ng w�th�n
Greece �tself. Therefore, Athens supported the establ�shment of a democrat�c West
Germany as a bulwark aga�nst Sov�et expans�on�sm. Furthermore, Greece’s
econom�c t�es w�th Western Europe and �ts rel�ance on Amer�can a�d re�nforced �ts
comm�tment to the Western-led reconstruct�on of Germany, favor�ng a d�v�ded
Germany that ensured Sov�et �nfluence rema�ned conta�ned. 
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 1.  W�ll Germany rema�n d�v�ded or w�ll reun�f�cat�on happen?
 If Germany rema�ns d�v�ded, what are go�ng to be the pol�c�es they follow? What
�s the relat�onsh�p between East and West be l�ke? What reg�me each state w�ll
follow?
If reun�f�cat�on happens, what k�nd of a reg�me w�ll the un�ted state follow? What
pol�c�es w�ll be �mplemented to reun�te the c�t�zens? Is the new Germany go�ng
to be completely �ndependent or st�ll under US/Sov�et �nfluence?

 2. How w�ll the affects of US and Sov�ets be handled by East and West Germany?
If they dec�de to f�ght aga�nst them for �ndependence how are they go�ng to
ensure the�r safety?

 3. What were the pol�t�cal, econom�c, and soc�al reasons beh�nd the d�v�s�on of
Germany after World War II?

 4. How d�d the �deolog�es of the Un�ted States and the Sov�et Un�on contr�bute
to the d�v�s�on?

 5. How d�d the creat�on of the Berl�n Blockade and A�rl�ft escalate tens�ons
between the East and West? Could �t have been prevented?

 6. How d�d German c�t�zens perce�ve the occupat�on zones and eventual d�v�s�on
and how would they react to a poss�ble reun�f�cat�on? Should soc�al pol�c�es be
�mplemented to rejo�n them? 

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN THE DECLARATION
PAPER 
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https://www.br�tann�ca.com/place/Germany/Format�on-of-the-German-
Democrat�c-Republ�c

https://www.alumn�portal-deutschland.org/en/magaz�ne/germany/�nfograph�cs-
d�fferences-west-and-east-germany/

https://h�story.state.gov/m�lestones/1937-1945/yalta-conf

https://h�story.state.gov/m�lestones/1937-1945/potsdam-conf
 

https://en.w�k�ped�a.org/w�k�/Potsdam_Conference
 

https://www.h�story.com/news/germany-d�v�ded-world-war-��

https://www.nato.�nt/cps/en/natohq/declass�f�ed_136188.htm

https://en.w�k�ped�a.org/w�k�/Berl�n_Blockade

https://www.cvce.eu/en/educat�on/un�t-content/-/un�t/55c09dcc-a9f2-45e9-b240-
eaef64452cae/5d3b421b-9a4b-46fc-a041-fab64325d6a6

https://www.nato.�nt/cps/en/natohq/declass�f�ed_136183.htm
 

https://www.br�tann�ca.com/place/Germany/The-era-of-part�t�on

https://www.osce.org/f�les/f/documents/5/f/98680.pdf

http://d�plomacy.state.gov/
 

https://l�nk.spr�nger.com/chapter/10.1057/9781403919489_8

https://h�story.state.gov/m�lestones/1989-1992/breakup-yugoslav�a
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