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Dear delegates,

  I, the secretary general of the conference, would l�ke to welcome you all to
AZIZMUN’25. It �s an honor for me to be able to present you th�s work that we have
been prepar�ng for months. My team has worked t�relessly to hopefully br�ng you
one of the best MUN exper�ences you w�ll ever attend.

 In our DISEC comm�ttee you w�ll be debat�ng upon the l�m�tat�on of weapons,
ma�nly convent�onal, and the r�se of the use of nuclear weapons. Both top�cs wh�ch
were so �mportant for global secur�ty and stab�l�ty back then and they st�ll are. We
saw nuclear weapons destroy nat�ons and you are the ones who can change that
from happen�ng aga�n wh�le also secur�ng a better future. I bel�eve �f you come
prepared enough, you w�ll succeed �n your comm�ttee. For any quest�ons don’t
hes�tate to reach out to me or your USG.

 We are eager to see you and can’t wa�t for the debates we w�ll have. As a team, we
w�ll do our best to make th�s conference unforgettable for everyone. I w�sh you all
the best w�th your preparat�ons!

Best regards,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                               Mel�s KARAALİ
                                                                                              Secretary General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: mel�s_karaal�@�cloud.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM SECRETARY GENERAL
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Dear Delegates,

 I am Ecem Yaren Ek�c�, and I have the honor to serve as the D�rector General of
AZIZMUN'25. It, therefore, br�ngs �mmeasurable joy to me to have you here �n th�s
conference. Months of work�ng hard �n preparat�on for everyth�ng have passed, and
now just see�ng you �n our comm�ttees �s the only reward we could have asked for. I
am part�cularly exc�ted about host�ng the delegates of DISEC.

 The comm�ttee w�ll also study areas beyond m�l�tary act�v�t�es, that �s, among many
others, all matters perta�n�ng to construct�on and/or operat�on �n bu�ld�ng peace and
�nternat�onal cooperat�on. Such d�scuss�ons w�ll follow a spotl�ght on some pert�nent
global secur�ty �ssues that have emerged �n d�fferent parts of the world as as a result
of the Cold War. The d�scuss�ons w�ll revolve around how var�ous confl�cts have
�mpacted the globe and poss�ble measures to avo�d future confl�cts. Each debate,
therefore, �ntends to st�mulate some ser�ous th�nk�ng, and perhaps rad�cal
�nnovat�ons.

 I w�sh you all a enjoyable, product�ve,unforgettable and flawless conference. Please
don't hes�tate to reach out to me any t�me should you have quest�ons or need
ass�stance w�th anyth�ng.

I am already proud of all of you, and I cannot wa�t to meet you �n our comm�ttee!

 Best w�shes,

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                    Ecem Yaren EKİCİ
                                                                                        D�rector General of AZIZMUN’25

Contact Informat�on: ecemyarenek�c�22@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM DIRECTOR GENERAL
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Dear Delegates,

 As your Under-Secretary-General, I am both honored and exc�ted to be w�th you
dur�ng the AZIZMUN’25 conference. Me and our team are determ�ned to make your
exper�ence as enjoyable, �nteract�ve and except�onal as we can. We are here to make
your t�me here as well spent as one can make �t.

 Dur�ng the sess�ons of our comm�ttee, you w�ll be tasked w�th resolv�ng one of the
greatest threats human�ty has brought upon �tself: the d�sarm�ng of weapons. Th�s
study gu�de was put together to help you understand the h�story of the DISEC
comm�ttee, what �ts goals are, what �t fought aga�nst dur�ng the cold war and what
�t d�d to ach�eve �ts goals.

 Th�s study gu�de �s meant to g�ve you a deta�led overv�ew of what the DISEC
comm�ttee d�d and the events that took place dur�ng the cold war that caused �t to
take act�on aga�nst �t. Alongs�de the Study Gu�de, all delegates are free to do the�r
own research on th�s top�c.

 I genu�nely bel�eve that all of our delegates can come together and understand and
real�se the �mportance of th�s comm�ttee and act accord�ngly. I am assured that your
knowledge and your determ�nat�on w�ll lead the comm�ttee to success.

 Throughout th�s process, we w�ll always be there to a�d and support you w�th any of
your quest�ons or concerns.

 We are here to make sure and guarantee you that you w�ll have an except�onal and
unforgettable MUN exper�ence. We are certa�n that you w�ll ga�n �mmense
knowledge and �nformat�on over the subjects we w�ll speak over. I hope and w�sh
you all the best and look forward w�th grat�tude to meet you all at AZIZMUN. 

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                         Kad�r Y�ğ�t AKIN
                                                                                        Under Secretary General of DISEC

Contact Informat�on: kad�ry�g�tak�n@gma�l.com

WELCOME LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL



 The Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) D�sarmament and Internat�onal
Secur�ty Comm�ttee (DISEC) was created as the f�rst of the Ma�n
Comm�ttees �n the General Assembly when the charter of the
Un�ted Nat�ons was s�gned �n 1945. Thus, DISEC �s often referred
to as the F�rst Comm�ttee. DISEC was formed to respond to the
need for an �nternat�onal forum to d�scuss peace and secur�ty
�ssues among members of the �nternat�onal commun�ty. 

 Accord�ng to the UN Charter, the purpose of DISEC �n the
General Assembly �s to establ�sh ‘general pr�nc�ples of
cooperat�on �n the ma�ntenance of �nternat�onal peace and
secur�ty, �nclud�ng the pr�nc�ples govern�ng d�sarmament and
the regulat�on of armaments and also to g�ve “recommendat�ons
w�th regard to such pr�nc�ples to the Members or to the Secur�ty
Counc�l.”

 Although DISEC cannot d�rectly adv�se the Secur�ty Counc�l’s
dec�s�on-mak�ng process, the UN Charter expla�ns that DISEC
can suggest spec�f�c top�cs for Secur�ty Counc�l cons�derat�on.
As�de from �ts role �n the General Assembly, DISEC �s also an
�nst�tut�on of the Un�ted Nat�ons Off�ce for D�sarmament Affa�rs
(UNODA), formally named �n January 1998 after the Secretary-
General’s second spec�al sess�on on d�sarmament �n 1982. The
UNODA �s concerned w�th d�sarmament at all levels—nuclear
weapons, weapons of mass destruct�on, and convent�onal
weapons—and ass�sts DISEC through �ts work conducted �n the
General Assembly for substant�ve norm-sett�ng support to
further �ts d�sarmament �n�t�at�ves. 
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Prol�ferat�on of Nuclear Weapons and Safety

 The �n�t�al development of nuclear technology was m�l�tary, dur�ng World War II.
Two nuclear bombs made from uran�um-235 and pluton�um-239 were dropped on
the Japanese c�t�es of H�rosh�ma and Nagasak� respect�vely �n August 1945 and these
brought the long war to a sudden end. The �mmense and prev�ously un�mag�nable
power of the atom had been demonstrated. Then attent�on turned to c�v�l
appl�cat�ons. In the course of half a century nuclear technology has enabled access
to a v�rtually unl�m�ted source of energy at a t�me when constra�nts are ar�s�ng on
the use of foss�l fuels.

 In the 1960s �t was w�dely assumed that there would be 30-35 nuclear weapons
states by the turn of the century. In fact there were e�ght – a tremendous test�mony
to the effect�veness of the Nuclear Non-Prol�ferat�on Treaty (NPT) and �ts �ncent�ves
both aga�nst weapons and for c�v�l nuclear power, desp�te the baleful �nfluence of
the Cold War (1950s to 80s) wh�ch saw a mass�ve bu�ld-up of nuclear weapons
part�cularly by the USA and the Sov�et Un�on. Possess�on of nuclear weapons �s
ev�dently for m�l�tary deterrence, but the propos�t�on that more of them �n more
countr�es would d�m�n�sh warfare �s not w�dely accepted, and �s rejected as a bas�s
for �nternat�onal pol�cy.

 Tested �ts f�rst thermonuclear bombs non-prol�ferat�on reg�me �s much more than
the NPT, although th�s �s the pre-em�nent �nternat�onal treaty on the subject. The
reg�me �ncludes treat�es, convent�ons and common (mult�lateral and b�lateral)
arrangements cover�ng secur�ty and phys�cal protect�on, export controls, nuclear
test-bans and, potent�ally, f�ss�le mater�al product�on cut-offs. The �nternat�onal
commun�ty can apply pressure to states outs�de the NPT to make every poss�ble
effort to conform to the full range of �nternat�onal norms on nuclear non-
prol�ferat�on that make up th�s reg�me.

 There are currently a total of 9 nat�ons that possess nuclear weapons w�th South
Afr�ca d�smantl�ng the�r nuclear warheads �n the 1970’s. However the�r exact date of
d�smantlement and the�r current state �n terms of nuclear stab�l�ty are class�f�ed. The
follow�ng text conta�ns the l�st of nat�on that have developed nuclear weapons
dur�ng the cold war and the h�story of the�r development:

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AND SECURITY IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE COLD WAR 
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Un�ted States (1945)
 The Un�ted States �s famously the f�rst nat�on to develop nuclear weapons as well as
use them �n combat. On July 16th, 1945, the Un�ted States detonated the World’s f�rst
atom bomb, codenamed Tr�n�ty, �n the New Mex�can desert as a part of the
Manhattan project. After the successful test, the Un�ted States developed 2 more
bombs, wh�ch were called L�ttle boy and Fat Man, �n order to drop them on the
Japanese c�t�es of H�rosh�ma and Nagasak�. There was a th�rd bomb under
development at the t�me that was �ntended as a last-d�tch effort to be dropped on
the Japanese cap�tal c�ty of Tokyo and knock Japan out of the war. However, the
devastat�on caused by the 2 Nuclear bombs was enough to conv�nce the Japanese
Emp�re to Surrender and effect�vely end the Second World War.

 After WWII, the Un�ted States cont�nued develop�ng stronger and more eff�c�ent
nuclear weapons. All prev�ous weapons unt�l November 1st 1952 rel�ed on f�ss�on �n
order to create a nuclear blast. However, under the orchestrat�on of Edward Teller,
The US developed the Hydrogen bomb. Th�s weapon rel�ed on a fus�on react�on
�nstead of a f�ss�on one. The f�rst test was conducted on November 1st 1952 at
Enewetak Atoll. The bomb was called Ivy M�ke and was so powerful that �t erased the
�sland that �t was tested on off the face of the planet. After the success of Ivy M�ke,
The US cont�nued develop�ng and construct�ng nuclear weapons. At the peak of �ts
m�ght, the US possessed around 31.000 nuclear weapons �n 1965. However, �n the
decades that followed, they would be challenged by a new nuclear superpower.

 As these developments cont�nued, It soon became apparent that the A�r Force
urgently needed a replacement for the�r ag�ng fleet of p�ston-powered Boe�ng B-29
and B-50 bomber a�rcraft that they had been us�ng to drop nuclear bombs unt�l 1953
�n order to drop a nuclear warhead w�thout be�ng attacked by jet f�ghter a�rcraft. The
jet Eng�ne was a new way of propuls�on that was or�g�nally developed by the Br�t�sh
and the Germans �ndependently. The speed and alt�tude advantage that jet eng�nes
prov�ded to the a�rcraft they were mounted led to the creat�on of the North
Amer�can B-45 jet-powered long-range h�gh-alt�tude bomber on 22 Apr�l 1948. Th�s
date also marked the creat�on of the f�rst long-range jet-powered nuclear bomber.
The USA also tr�ed to create a Doomsday bomb under the leadersh�p of Professor
Edward Teller called Project Sund�al. It was des�gned to destroy the world by caus�ng
a Global nuclear fallout. 
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 Much of the project �s st�ll class�f�ed, but we know that construct�on began and tests
were planned. However, such an �dea dur�ng the craze of nuclear development was
cons�dered too much. Pol�t�c�ans who were secretly �nformed reacted w�th terror.
Even the USA Army reacted w�th utter d�sbel�ef. Bu�ld�ng �t was cons�dered a cr�me
aga�nst human�ty. It also ra�sed a lot of eth�cal quest�ons that are st�ll d�scussed to
th�s day. 

USSR (1949)
 After w�tness�ng the destruct�ve power of an atom�c bomb bu�lt by the Amer�cans,
the Sov�et Un�on also dec�ded to bu�ld and develop the�r own nuclear weapons �n
order to keep the balance of power between the two nat�ons. Such an act�on can be
just�f�ed when the r�sk of defencelessness aga�nst such a threat �s taken �nto
cons�derat�on. The USSR only �n�t�ally developed the�r nuclear weapons to deter and
prevent Amer�can nuclear aggress�on aga�nst themselves and the�r commun�st
all�es.

 The�r development efforts were marg�nally sped up thanks to Klaus Fuchs who was
a German theoret�cal sc�ent�st work�ng on the Manhattan project and also one of the
people who worked on the des�gn of the 2 bombs dropped on Japan who the USSR
unoff�c�ally called “useful �d�ots”.

 In early 1942 Sov�et phys�c�st Georgy Flerov not�ced that art�cles on nuclear f�ss�on
were no longer appear�ng �n Western journals—an �nd�cat�on that research on the
subject had become class�f�ed. In response, Flerov wrote to, among others, Prem�er
Joseph Stal�n, �ns�st�ng that “we must bu�ld the uran�um bomb w�thout delay.” In
1943 Stal�n ordered the commencement of a research. However, due to the Naz�
�nvas�on of the USSR, �n�t�al progress was slow s�nce most of the�r manpower as well
as the�r resources were be�ng funneled to the army �nstead of research fac�l�t�es.
After the end of the war, the sov�et un�on had more t�me, more resources, more
�nformat�on thanks to sp�es, a b�gger budget, and a b�gger reason to bu�ld and
develop an atom�c bomb.

 The f�rst test was conducted on August 29th, 1949 �n the Kazakh SSR. The bomb was
called the RDS-1 or “F�rst L�ghtn�ng” (codenamed “Joe-1” by the Un�ted States), at
Sem�palat�nsk on August 29, 1949. The USSR was also the f�rst nat�on to develop
�ntercont�nental ball�st�c m�ss�les (ICBM) on August 21st 1957. The m�ss�le was called
the R-7 or Smeyorka-7. It was capable of reach�ng the Un�ted States as well as other
planets �n our solar system. It could also be placed �n our planet’s orb�t and could be
called down to a certa�n po�nt to str�ke.
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 The Sov�et Un�on also holds the record of the Largest s�ngle nuclear bomb ever
tested. The bomb was called the RDS-220 and Tsar Bomba �n the west and had a
y�eld of 50 megatons of TNT. It was tested over Novaya Zemlya on October 30th, 1961.
By 1962 the Sov�et Un�on was mak�ng so many ICBMs that the Sov�et prem�er, N�k�ta
Khrushchev, sa�d that they were “mak�ng m�ss�les l�ke sausages”. At �ts peak �n the
late 1980’s, The USSR had around 39.000 Nuclear weapons. 

Un�ted K�ngdom (1952)
 The Un�ted K�ngdom �n�t�ally began research �n June 1941 by the order of
Pr�me M�n�ster W�nston Church�ll under the codenamed project “Tube
Alloys”wh�ch became the f�rst nuclear weapons programme �n the world. The
project was ass�sted by German sc�ent�sts who were seek�ng refuge �n the
Un�ted K�ngdom such as Otto Fr�sch and Rudolf Pe�erls. However, they d�d not
possess the raw mater�als or the funds to develop the bomb on the�r own at
the t�me. Therefore they a�ded the Manhattan project w�th Canada that was
bu�ld�ng an atom�c bomb for the Amer�cans Under the Quebec
Agreement.Th�s a�d s�gn�f�cantly reduced the development t�me of the A-
Bomb s�nce the Br�t�sh sc�ent�sts had a huge sum of �nformat�on that they
had gathered over the years of development on the Tube Alloys programme. 
 
 The US �n�t�ally prom�sed the UK and Canada that they were go�ng to share
the test results w�th the UK under the terms of the Quebec Agreement.
However, after test�ng them on the Japanese c�t�es of H�rosh�ma and
Nagasak�, the US term�nated the�r agreement and d�d not g�ve any sc�ent�f�c
data after the tests. The UK dec�ded to cont�nue �ts own research and develop
the�r own nuclear weapon w�thout the a�d of the US. After the war had ended,
the UK could red�rect most of �ts money to fund�ng the development of
nuclear weapons

 The�r f�rst test was conducted on October 3 1952 on the Monte Bello �slands
wh�ch were north of Austral�a. The test was codenamed “Operat�on
Hurr�cane”. W�th the success of the test, the UK became the f�rst western
European power to own nuclear weapons.

 At �ts peak �n 1974, the UK had a total of 500 Nuclear warheads. 
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France (1960)
 On October 18, 1945, the French Atom�c Energy Comm�ss�on (Comm�ssar�at à
l’Énerg�e Atom�que; CEA) was establ�shed by Gen. Charles de Gaulle w�th the
object�ve of explo�t�ng the sc�ent�f�c, �ndustr�al, and m�l�tary potent�al of atom�c
energy. The m�l�tary appl�cat�on of atom�c energy d�d not beg�n unt�l 1951. In July 1952
the Nat�onal Assembly adopted a f�ve-year plan w�th a pr�mary goal of bu�ld�ng
pluton�um product�on reactors. Work began on a reactor at Marcoule �n the summer
of 1954 and on a pluton�um separat�ng plant the follow�ng year.

 On December 26, 1954, the �ssue of proceed�ng w�th a French atom�c bomb was
ra�sed at the cab�net level. The outcome was that Pr�me M�n�ster P�erre Mendès
France launched a secret program to develop an atom�c bomb. On November 30,
1956, a protocol was s�gned spec�fy�ng tasks the CEA and the Defense M�n�stry would
perform. These �ncluded prov�d�ng the pluton�um, assembl�ng a dev�ce, and
prepar�ng a test s�te. Key f�gures who contr�buted to the development of the atom�c
bomb were P�erre Gu�llaumat, Gen. Charles A�lleret, and Yves Rocard. On July 22,
1958, de Gaulle, now pres�dent, set the date for the f�rst atom�c explos�on to occur
w�th�n the f�rst three months of 1960. For de Gaulle, espec�ally, French atta�nment of
the bomb symbol�zed �ndependence and a role for France �n geopol�t�cal affa�rs. On
February 13, 1960, France detonated an atom�c bomb from a 105-meter (344-foot)
tower �n the Sahara �n what was then French Alger�a. The pluton�um �mplos�on
des�gn had a y�eld of 60 to 70 k�lotons, three t�mes the y�eld of the atom�c bomb
dropped on Nagasak�, Japan. 

Ch�na (1964)
 Shortly follow�ng the post-Korean War cease-f�re declarat�on and after the
conclus�on of peace talks �n Geneva �n 1954, Ch�na’s nat�onal nuclear weapons
program was conce�ved. The Th�rd M�n�stry of Mach�nery Bu�ld�ng – what �s now the
Ch�na Nat�onal Nuclear Corporat�on (CNNC) – was establ�shed �n 1956. The CNNC �s
government-owned and �s the largest nuclear enterpr�se �n Ch�na. Between
extens�ve Sov�et-Ch�nese cooperat�on and the prov�s�on of Sov�et resources to Ch�na
throughout the decade, Ch�na’s nuclear weapons research qu�ckly accelerated and
flour�shed �nto a fully-fledged, �ndependent nuclear weapons program. W�th Sov�et
ass�stance, Ch�nese nuclear research took off at the Inst�tute of Phys�cs and Atom�c
Energy �n Be�j�ng, and a gaseous d�ffus�on uran�um enr�chment plant was
constructed �n Lanzhou to produce weapons-grade uran�um.
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 In 1957, the USSR agreed to supply Ch�na w�th a sample of an atom�c bomb and
support�ng data, w�th wh�ch Be�j�ng could �ndependently manufacture a nuclear
weapon.

 From 1955 to 1959, hundreds of Ch�nese and Sov�et nuclear sc�ent�sts and eng�neers
worked and stud�ed �n the nuclear energy �ndustry of the USSR and Ch�na,
respect�vely, allow�ng great mutual understand�ng of each other’s technology and
nuclear research procedures. However, the Sov�et Un�on d�sallowed th�s exchange
and d�scont�nued ass�stance to Ch�na �n 1959, follow�ng the development of a mutual
pol�t�cal r�valry and related susp�c�on. Even after the USSR cut t�es to the Ch�nese
nuclear program, the Ch�nese cont�nued on w�th the�r nuclear weapons program.

 The PRC conducted �ts f�rst nuclear test under the codename of “Project 596”. The
test was conducted on October 16, 1964. They conducted the�r f�rst thermonuclear
bomb test on June 17 1967 under the codename “Test No. 6”, only 32 months after
the�r f�rst nuclear test. Th�s makes te PRC the fastest nat�on to jump from f�ss�on to
fus�on bombs. 

Israel (19??)
 Israel has an off�c�al pol�cy of amb�gu�ty w�th respect to nuclear weapons. It has
never conf�rmed or den�ed possess�ng nuclear weapons and has never conducted a
nuclear test. However, �t �s un�versally acknowledged that Israel has a nuclear
weapons capab�l�ty wh�ch �t developed outs�de the framework of the Nuclear Non-
Prol�ferat�on Treaty (NPT).

 Along w�th Ind�a and Pak�stan, Israel has therefore cons�dered a de facto nuclear-
weapon state. Due to �ts off�c�al stance, clar�f�cat�on of Israel’s nuclear pol�c�es and
capab�l�t�es �s d�ff�cult. 
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Countr�es That Attempted but Fa�led or Abandoned The�r
Nuclear Programs:

Sw�tzerland
 Dur�ng the Cold War, Sw�tzerland explored the poss�b�l�ty of develop�ng nuclear
weapons as part of �ts neutral�ty pol�cy. It conducted research and even bu�lt a
reactor capable of produc�ng pluton�um. However, by the late 1960s, Sw�tzerland
abandoned �ts nuclear weapons program and s�gned the Nuclear Non-Prol�ferat�on
Treaty (NPT) �n 1969. 

Sweden
 Sweden pursued a nuclear weapons program �n the 1950s and 1960s, mot�vated by
concerns over Sov�et aggress�on. It conducted extens�ve research and bu�lt a heavy-
water reactor. However, by the late 1960s, Sweden dec�ded to forgo nuclear weapons
and jo�ned the NPT �n 1968.

South Korea
 In the 1970s, South Korea �n�t�ated a covert nuclear weapons program under
Pres�dent Park Chung-hee, fear�ng North Korean aggress�on and U.S. w�thdrawal
from the reg�on. The program was d�scovered and shut down under U.S. pressure �n
the m�d-1970s.

Ta�wan
 Ta�wan (Republ�c of Ch�na) began a nuclear weapons program �n the 1960s w�th the
help of fore�gn sc�ent�sts. However, the program was d�smantled �n the late 1980s
under U.S. pressure and after the 1988 Chung Shan Inst�tute of Sc�ence and
Technology �nc�dent, where a sc�ent�st exposed the program.  

L�bya
 Under Muammar Gaddaf�, L�bya pursued a nuclear weapons program �n the 1970s
and 1980s, acqu�r�ng technology and mater�als from var�ous sources. However, the
program was abandoned �n 2003 due to �nternat�onal pressure and lack of progress. 
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Iraq
 Iraq �n�t�ated a nuclear weapons program �n the 1970s, w�th ass�stance from France
and other countr�es. The program was s�gn�f�cantly set back by Israel’s Operat�on
Opera �n 1981, wh�ch destroyed the Os�rak reactor. After the Gulf War (1990–1991),
Iraq’s nuclear program was d�smantled under UN superv�s�on.

Argent�na and Braz�l
 Both countr�es pursued nuclear programs dur�ng the Cold War, dr�ven by reg�onal
r�valry and a des�re for technolog�cal prest�ge. However, by the 1990s, both nat�ons
abandoned the�r weapons programs and comm�tted to peaceful nuclear energy
under mutual �nspect�on agreements. 

Cr�ses and Close Calls
 The Cold War w�tnessed several cr�ses that brought the world to the br�nk of
nuclear war. The most notable was the Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s (1962) when the U.S.
d�scovered Sov�et nuclear m�ss�les �n Cuba. A tense 13-day standoff ensued,
ult�mately resolved through d�plomacy but h�ghl�ght�ng the precar�ous nature of
nuclear secur�ty. Other close calls �ncluded:

 U-2 Inc�dent (1960)
 A U.S. spy plane called the U-2 was shot down over the USSR, escalat�ng tens�ons.
The Un�ted States cla�med that �t was a h�gh-alt�tude weather plane that flew off
course. However, the photos captured from the U-2’s camera showed that �t took
photos of the USSR’s top secret m�l�tary bases and nuclear m�ss�le s�los.

 Sov�et Nuclear False Alarm (1983)
 A Sov�et early-warn�ng system falsely detected a U.S. m�ss�le launch, nearly
tr�gger�ng a nuclear response. The false alarm was caused by sunl�ght reflect�ng
from clouds that Sov�et satell�tes m�s�nterpreted as ICBM launches.

 Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s (1960)
 The Cuban M�ss�le Cr�s�s was a p�votal Cold War confrontat�on between the U.S. and
the Sov�et Un�on, br�ng�ng them closest to nuclear confl�ct, marked by h�gh-stakes
dec�s�ons and d�rect commun�cat�ons between leaders. Follow�ng the fa�led Bay of
P�gs �nvas�on and U.S. plans for Operat�on Mongoose, Sov�et Prem�er Khrushchev
secretly agreed w�th Cuba’s Castro to deploy nuclear m�ss�les on the �sland to deter
future U.S. aggress�on. 
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 U.S. surve�llance fl�ghts �n September 1962 detected Sov�et m�l�tary act�v�ty �n Cuba,
prompt�ng Kennedy to publ�cly warn aga�nst offens�ve weapons there. On October
14, a U-2 fl�ght captured �mages of Sov�et med�um- and �ntermed�ate-range ball�st�c
m�ss�le s�tes under construct�on �n Cuba, tr�gger�ng the cr�s�s. Kennedy convened
adv�sors, we�gh�ng opt�ons from a�rstr�kes to d�plomacy, ult�mately choos�ng a naval
“quarant�ne” (avo�d�ng the legally charged term “blockade”) to prevent further Sov�et
arms sh�pments. On October 22, Kennedy announced the quarant�ne �n a telev�sed
address, fram�ng any nuclear attack from Cuba as a Sov�et act requ�r�ng full U.S.
retal�at�on. The U.S. m�l�tary escalated to DEFCON 3, wh�le Khrushchev denounced
the quarant�ne as aggress�on but �n�t�ally allowed some Sov�et sh�ps to avo�d
confrontat�on. By October 25, U.S. reconna�ssance conf�rmed Sov�et m�ss�le s�tes
near�ng complet�on, prompt�ng DEFCON 2, the h�ghest alert short of war.

 On October 26, a Sov�et agent proposed a secret deal to ABC’s John Scal�: m�ss�le
removal �n exchange for a U.S. pledge not to �nvade Cuba. Hours later, Khrushchev
sent Kennedy an emot�onal letter echo�ng th�s offer, urg�ng de-escalat�on to avo�d
nuclear war. The next day, Khrushchev added a publ�c demand for the removal of
U.S. Jup�ter m�ss�les �n Turkey, compl�cat�ng negot�at�ons as a U-2 was shot down
over Cuba. Kennedy pr�vately agreed to w�thdraw Turkey’s m�ss�les v�a h�s brother
Robert, who relayed the assurance to Sov�et Ambassador Dobryn�n but �ns�sted �t
rema�ns secret. On October 28, Khrushchev publ�cly accepted Kennedy’s terms,
announc�ng the d�smantl�ng of Cuban m�ss�les �n exchange for a no-�nvas�on pledge
and a secret Turkey deal. The U.S. ended �ts quarant�ne on November 20 after the
Sov�ets w�thdrew IL-28 bombers; Jup�ter m�ss�les were removed from Turkey by Apr�l
1963.

 The cr�s�s h�ghl�ghted commun�cat�on fa�lures, lead�ng to the 1963 establ�shment of
the Wash�ngton-Moscow “Hotl�ne” for d�rect d�alogue. It also spurred arms control
efforts, culm�nat�ng �n the Part�al Nuclear Test Ban Treaty later that year. Kennedy’s
handl�ng of the cr�s�s bolstered h�s global reputat�on, offsett�ng the Bay of P�gs
fallout. The event reshaped Cold War d�plomacy, emphas�z�ng cr�s�s management
and deterrence strateg�es.

 Dur�ng the Cold War, efforts to l�m�t the use of convent�onal weapons (non-nuclear
arms such as tanks, a�rcraft, and art�llery) were pursued to reduce the r�sk of large-
scale wars, stab�l�ze m�l�tary balances, and ease tens�ons between NATO and the
Warsaw Pact. Wh�le arms control talks often focused on nuclear weapons, several
key agreements and �n�t�at�ves addressed convent�onal forces. The follow�ng
conta�ns the key agreements that shaped the Cold War. 



S U B  T O P I C S  |  A Z I Z M U N ’ 2 5 1 6

Early Attempts (1950s–1960s)

UN Convent�onal Arms Comm�ss�on (1947–1952)
 The UN proposed to regulate arms product�on, but Cold War tens�ons prevented
progress.

Rapack� Plan (1957)
 It was a Pol�sh proposal to create a nuclear-free zone �n Central Europe (Germany,
Poland, Czechoslovak�a), �nclud�ng l�m�ts on convent�onal forces. It was later rejected
by NATO due to concerns over Sov�et convent�onal super�or�ty. 

Kennedy’s "Bu�ld-Down" Proposal (1963)
 It suggested mutual reduct�ons �n NATO and Warsaw Pact forces, but no formal
agreement was reached.

Strateg�c Arms L�m�tat�on Talks (SALT) & Related Efforts
 Wh�le SALT I (1972) and SALT II (1979) pr�mar�ly dealt w�th nuclear weapons, they set
the stage for convent�onal arms talks by �mprov�ng US-Sov�et relat�ons.

Mutual and Balanced Force Reduct�ons (MBFR) (1973–1989)
 It was meant to reduce NATO and Warsaw Pact forces �n Central Europe. However,
d�sputes over troop numbers (espec�ally Sov�et vs. NATO est�mates) and the�r
ver�f�cat�on led to no s�gn�f�cant treaty, but d�scuss�ons paved the way for later
agreements.

LIMITATION OF CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS 
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Stockholm Conference (1984–1986) & Conf�dence-Bu�ld�ng
Measures
 It led to the Stockholm Document (1986), wh�ch requ�red advanced not�f�cat�on of
large m�l�tary exerc�ses as well as on-s�te �nspect�ons to ver�fy compl�ance. It also
pushed for greater transparency �n troop movements.

Convent�onal Forces �n Europe (CFE) Treaty (1990, s�gned
post-Cold War but negot�ated dur�ng �t)
 It was the most s�gn�f�cant Cold War-era convent�onal arms control treaty. It set
equal l�m�ts on NATO and Warsaw Pact tanks, art�llery, armored veh�cles, a�rcraft,
and hel�copters as well as mandat�ng the destruct�on of excess weapons. It also
�ncluded str�ct ver�f�cat�on measures. It s�ngle-handedly and effect�vely ended the
r�sk of a mass�ve convent�onal war �n Europe.

 The ma�n factor that caused many of these treat�es to fa�l was �ron�cally nuclear
weapons. S�nce proxy wars were happen�ng dur�ng the cold war, the superpowers
had to a�d the�r puppet states w�th weapons. However, g�v�ng them nuclear
weapons would def�n�tely cause unwanted pol�t�cal turmo�l that could end �n a
nuclear war. So, �n order to prevent th�s, these agreements were �n�t�ally loosened
and then were d�ssolved altogether.
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 Dur�ng the Cold War, several reg�onal peace agreements were made to control
confl�cts and reduce tens�ons. The follow�ng l�st �ncludes all of the notable arm�st�ces
dur�ng the cold war.

Egypt-Israel Arm�st�ce Agreement (1949)
 Ended the 1948 Arab-Israel� War.

Camp Dav�d Accords (1978)
 These accords led to the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty (1979), normal�z�ng relat�ons. 

Alg�ers Agreement (1975)
 Ended the border d�sputes between Iraq and Iran (later collapsed before the Iraq-
Iran War). 

Korean Arm�st�ce Agreement (1953)
 Ended act�ve f�ght�ng �n the Korean War (but no formal peace treaty). 

Geneva Accords (1954)
 Temporar�ly d�v�ded V�etnam and ended French colon�al rule.

S�mla Agreement (1972)
 Ind�a and Pak�stan agreed to resolve Kashm�r d�sputes peacefully after the 1971 war. 

Truj�llo-Bethancourt Treat�es (1958–1960)
 Venezuela and the Dom�n�can Republ�c resolved d�sputes under OAS med�at�on.

Esqu�pulas II Agreement (1987)
 Central Amer�can peace plan (Costa R�ca, N�caragua, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras) to end c�v�l wars.

 These agreements were meant to ease tens�ons �n the�r respect�ve reg�ons. And
even though some met the�r goals, most of them would only act as fuel for future
confl�cts around the Globe.

REGIONAL SECURITY AGGREMENTS
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 Dur�ng the Cold War, several �mportant peacekeep�ng forces were establ�shed by
the Un�ted Nat�ons (UN) and other organ�zat�ons to manage confl�cts and prevent
escalat�on between warr�ng states. The follow�ng conta�ns the l�st of peacekeeper
forces that took act�on dur�ng the Cold War.

 Un�ted Nat�ons Peacekeep�ng Forces (Major M�ss�ons)

UNTSO (Un�ted Nat�ons Truce Superv�s�on Organ�zat�on) (1948)
 The UNTSO was the f�rst-ever UN peacekeep�ng m�ss�on. Its ma�n m�ss�on was to
mon�tor the Arab-Israel� ceasef�re after the 1948 Arab-Israel� War. The organ�zat�on �s
st�ll act�ve today.

UNMOGIP (Un�ted Nat�ons M�l�tary Observer Group �n Ind�a and Pak�stan)
(1949) 
 The UNMOGIP mon�tored the ceasef�re �n Kashm�r after the F�rst Indo-Pak�stan� War
(1947–1948). Even though �t �s st�ll operat�onal, �t has been �nact�ve due to recent
tens�on �n the reg�on.

UNEF I (F�rst Un�ted Nat�ons Emergency Force) (1956–1967)
 The UNEF I was deployed after the Suez Cr�s�s �n order to superv�se the w�thdrawal
of Br�t�sh, French, and Israel� forces from Egypt. It �s the f�rst armed UN
peacekeep�ng force. It was later d�ssolved before the S�x-Day War (1967). 

UNFICYP (Un�ted Nat�ons Peacekeep�ng Force �n Cyprus) (1964)
 The UNFICYP was deployed after �ntercommunal v�olence between Greek and
Turk�sh Cypr�ots and �s st�ll act�ve due to the unresolved Cyprus d�spute.

UNEF II (Second Un�ted Nat�ons Emergency Force) (1973–1979)
 The UNEF II was establ�shed after the Yom-K�ppur War to superv�se the ceasef�re
between Egypt and Israel. Its s�gn�f�cance �s also great s�nce �t paved the way for the
Camp Dav�d Accords (1978).

PEACEKEEPER FORCES AND CEASEFIRE INITIATIVES
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UNDOF (Un�ted Nat�ons D�sengagement Observer Force) (1974)
 The UNDOF was tasked w�th mon�tor�ng the ceasef�re between Israel and Syr�a after
the 1973 Yom-K�ppur War. It �s st�ll act�ve �n the Golan He�ghts.

UNIFIL (Un�ted Nat�ons Inter�m Force �n Lebanon) (1974)
 The UNIFIL was created after Israel’s �nvas�on of Lebanon codenamed Operat�on
L�tam�. It was tasked w�th conf�rm�ng Israel� w�thdrawal and ass�st�ng the Lebanese
government. The organ�zat�on �s st�ll operat�onal and �t expanded after the 2006
Lebanon War.

 Non-UN Peacekeep�ng Forces (Cold War Era)

Mult�nat�onal Force and Observers (MFO) (1981)
 The MFO was establ�shed after the Camp Dav�d Accords to mon�tor the Egypt-Israel
peace treaty. Due to veto theats from the USSR, �t was not able to become a UN
peacekeep�ng organ�zat�on. However, �t d�d become a mult�nat�onal ogan�zat�on. 

Internat�onal Comm�ss�on of Control and Superv�s�on (ICCS) (1973) 
 The ICCS was a short-l�ved m�ss�on to superv�se the Par�s Peace Accords (V�etnam
War ceasef�re). It later fa�led due to v�olat�ons by North V�etnam and the US
w�thdrawal. 
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1.   How can a second nuclear arms race be prevented?

2. How can the further development of new nuclear weapons be prevented
worldw�de?

3. How can the �nternat�onal d�sarmament of convent�onal weapons be
susta�nably ach�eved?

4. What can be done to lessen the need for peacekeeper forces around the
world?
 
5.   How can complete nuclear d�sarmament be ach�eved?

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED IN THE RESOLUTION
PAPER 
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